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Cast List 

 

Humpty Dumpty   

Tom, the piper's son (a go-between) 

Old King Cole   

Queen of Hearts   

Duke of York   

Captain of the Guard   

Puss, the Palace cat (non-speaking) 

Widow Welly, who lives in a shoe 

Jack, her eldest son (principal boy) 

Jill, her eldest daughter 

Monday's child, etc - 7 other of her children 

The Bad Set: 

Miss Muffet   

Willie Winkie   

Georgie Porgie   

The Wolf   

The Good Set: 

Bo Peep   

Boy Blue   

Mary (principal girl) 

Lamb (non-speaking) 

The spider (non-speaking - or can use a model suspended on a string) 

Three pigs (non-speaking) 

Chorus of King's horses & King's men, animals, children 
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List of Scenes 

 

The Prologue  Humpty Dumpty  (Front of Tabs)  

Act I Scene 1 Outside Widow Welly's house  (Full Set)  

  2a On Parade with the King's Men  (Front of Tabs) 

  2b In Miss Muffet's Parlour  (Half Set)  

  3 The Farm in Nursery Rhyme Land  (Full Set)  

  4a In the Royal Palace  (Half Set)  

  4b On the way to the Wall  (Front of Tabs) 

  5 At the Wall  (Full Set)  

 

****   INTERVAL   **** 

 

Act II Scene 1 The Farm in Nursery Rhyme Land  (Full Set)  

  2a By Miss Muffet's parlour  (Front of Tabs) 

  2b In the Royal Palace  (Half Set)  

  3 At the Wall  (Full Set)  

  4 Repairing Humpty  (Front of Tabs) 

  5 At the Wall  (Full Set)  
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Prologue  Humpty Dumpty  (Front of Tabs) 

(Humpty Dumpty enters) 

Humpty  Hello everybody!  Welcome to the show - it's good to see you 
all here tonight (this afternoon). 

 Now I don't have to tell you who I am, do I?  (Business with the 
audience - not the local egg-head, etc) 

 Yes, of course, I'm Humpty Dumpty, and I'm normally sitting on my 
wall.  But right now I'm out stretching my legs.  Oh yes, even eggs have 
legs you know - and I get pins and needles if I sit there for too long 
without moving. 

 I'll let you into a little secret about the wall - it's magic, you know.  It 
keeps all the nursery rhymes in Nursery Rhyme Land from disappearing.  
If it wasn't there, they'd have all gone by now - no Little Boy Blue, no 
Little Bo Peep, no Old King Cole ... and no Humpty Dumpty either 
come to that! 

 I mustn't stay away from it for too long, because when I'm not there 
anything might happen.  A nursery rhyme might slip out over the wall 
without me noticing, and that would never do, would it? 

 And right now we're having a few problems in Nursery Rhyme Land 
which I've got to keep an eye on.  Oh, they're not all the nice characters 
you think they are, you know.  For example there's ... 

 No, I mustn't tell tales must I!  You'll see for yourselves.  And if you 
notice anyone in Nursery Rhyme Land doing nasty things, you'll shout at 
them, won't you?  (Gets the audience to try shouting)  That's right!  Now 
I must be getting back - I'll see you later.  Enjoy the show!  (He exits) 

 

Act I  Scene 1  Outside Widow Welly's House  (Full Set) 

(Chorus are outside Widow Welly’s house) 

Song 1  Opening Chorus 

 (When the song ends, the Widow's seven youngest children run from 
behind the house UR) 

Chorus 1  (To the children)  Isn't it time you were going in for tea now? 
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Chorus 2  I'm sure your mummy will be making you something nice to eat. 

Monday  She said she'd call us when it was ready. 

Tuesday  And not to come in before. 

Wednesday  Or we get under her feet. 

Thursday  Then she burns the toast. 

Friday  And blames it onto us. 

Saturday  And we haven't done anything. 

Sunday  That's the worst of living in a smelly old shoe. 

Song 2  Juniors 

Chorus 3  Well I can smell something cooking. 

Chorus 4  So can I.  It smells like ... 

Chorus 5  Can't quite place it.  Could it be ... 

Chorus 2  Hold on - smells like - old boots to me. 

Chorus 1  Oh no!  Don't say she's set the chimney on fire again. 

 (The Widow bursts out of her front door SR, followed by clouds of smoke 
- Children exit UR) 

Widow  Help!  Quick, call the fire brigade! 

Chorus 2  What is it, Widow Welly? 

Widow  I've set the chimney on fire again. 

Chorus 1  There, what did I say? 

Widow  Well don't just stand there, do something!  Call out the (local) Fire 
Brigade.  Man the pumps!  Weigh the anchor!  Splice the mainbrace! … 

Chorus 3  Steady on, Widow Welly.  It's only a little fire. 

Widow  Only a little fire?  But it's only a little house.  Oh my bootiful 
house!  You wouldn't be looking on so unconcerned if it was your house 
going up in flames. 

(Enter UL Jack and Jill) 

Jack  What's all that smoke, mother? 
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Widow  What's all that smoke?  What do you think it is, Red Indian 
messages?  The house is burning, you idiot. 

Jill  Is anyone still in there? 

Widow  No, (dramatically) I was the last to leave the sinking ship. 

Chorus 1  She was the only one in there, Jill. 

Widow  (Indignant) Well, that makes me the last, doesn't it? 

Chorus 2  She's been throwing rubbish on the fire again, and her 
chimney's alight. 

Jack  It looks like it's almost out now. 

Widow  Oh you can never be too careful you know.  If it's not put out 
properly, I'll be properly put out. 

Jack  Well throw a bucket of water over it then. 

Widow  I haven't got a bucket of water to throw. 

Jill  There's a bucket round the side of the house, but it's got no water in 
it. 

Jack  I'm sure someone can fetch some. 

Widow  What a good idea!  And who d'you think might fetch me a bucket 
water? 

(Chorus exit, trying to look busy) 

Jack  Oh, anyone. 

Widow  Anyone? 

Jack  Yes, anyone. 

Widow  Looks like you're the only one left, so off you go. 

Jack  Me?  (Looks around to find the chorus gone) 

Widow  You! 

Jack  Hey just a minute, it's a long way up to the well. 

Widow  Well then, you'd better get started now before the whole place 
burns to a cinder. 

Jack  And - a bucket of water gets very heavy on the way back. 
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Widow  Then take Jill to help you carry it. 

Jack  And ... 

Widow  Yes? 

Jack  There's a hole in the bucket. 

Widow  A hole?  What d'you mean, a hole? 

Song 3  Jack, Jill and Widow 

Jill  Well you've taken so long over that, the fire really is out now. 

Jack  It was only a little one. 

Widow  I'll give you a little one!  I'd better get supper ready.  You go and 
have that bucket mended at the tinker's, it's no use to us as it is.  (She 
goes into the house) 

Jill  Come on, we'd better get it done. 

Jack  I suppose you're right. 

Jill  I'll come with you - it's not far. 

(They go to exit UL with bucket, but Tom enters instead) 

Jill  (To Tom)  Hello, you look lost.  Can we help you? 

Tom  I'm looking for somewhere to stay.  D'you know of anyone who has 
a spare room? 

Jack  Well not our mother, that's for sure.  We're four to a bed as it is. 

Jill  Are you stopping for long? 

Tom  I don't know.  I'm - er - running away. 

Jack  Who from? 

Tom  Well, just about everybody actually.  You see I stole something, and 
now they're after me. 

Jack  A thief!  Why should we want you here? 

Jill  What did you steal? 

Tom  A pig. 

Jack & Jill  A what? 
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Tom  (Insistently)  A pig. 

Jack  Why? 

Tom  Well it seemed like a good idea at the time. 

Jill  But you got caught. 

Tom  Have you tried stealing a pig?  They're big and noisy and don't go 
where you want them to. 

Jack  Sounds like a double-decker bus. 

Tom  And about as difficult to hide. 

Jill  You don't look like a thief to me.  What made you do it? 

Tom  It's a long story - have you got a few hours to spare? 

Jack  Not really.  We're supposed to be taking this bucket to be mended. 

Tom  Then you'll just have to trust that I had a good reason.  There's 
trouble brewing in Nursery Rhyme Land at the moment, and I got caught 
up in the middle of it. 

Jill  Nursery Rhyme Land?  Is that where you're from? 

Tom  That's right.  I'm Tom, the piper's son - you've heard of me? 

Jack  Yes, but we didn't think ... 

Tom  Most people don't. 

Jill  Jack means we didn't expect Nursery Rhyme people to be real. 

Tom  Oh we're real enough, thank you.  And not all of us are as pleasant 
as you'd like to suppose either. 

Jack  Like who? 

Tom  Like Miss Muffet for example.  She's the one who put me up to the 
pig stealing. 

Jill  What for? 

Tom  To get her own back on Bo Peep and Boy Blue. 

Jack  I think I'm beginning to lose track of this. 

Tom  I said it's a long story. 
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Jack  But what do you gain by running away - shouldn't someone try to 
put a stop to all the trouble there? 

Tom  Who? 

Jack  Well, us perhaps? 

Jill  Yes, we could try to explain to them how sad all the boys and girls 
would be to see them arguing. 

Tom  I think they're too set in their ways for that to work. 

Jack  Well have you got a better idea? 

Jill  Isn't there anyone in charge there? 

Tom  Old King Cole is supposed to be in charge, but he seems to spend 
all his time smoking his pipe and listening to music. 

Jack  What about the Queen? 

Tom  She spends all her time in the kitchen making tarts. 

Jill  Well I vote we go and see them anyway, don't you Jack? 

Jack  (To Tom)  You show us the way there, and we'll see what we can 
do. 

Tom  I wouldn't give much for your chances. 

Jill  Don't be an old pessimist, we'd like to help. 

Tom  What about your supper. 

Jack  Oh supper can wait.  I'll leave mother a note in case she gets 
worried - got a pen Jill? 

Jill  (Searching in her bag)  Why don't men ever carry pens?  (Finds one)  
Here you are - and a piece of paper! 

Jack  Thanks.  (Writing)  "Gone to take part in a Pantomime - be back 
later, Jack and Jill".  There.  (Puts it in a prominent position by the 
door)  Let's go! 

Jill  (Holding her hand out)  Pen!  (Jack gives it back to her)  Thank you.  
Now we go! 

Jack  Right, lead the way Tom. 

(Chorus enter UR & UL for song) 
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Song 4  Jack, Jill and Tom 

(At end, principals exit UL, chorus UR, DL & DR) 

Widow  (From offstage)  Jack!  Jill!  Supper's on the table.  (Comes out of 
her front door and looks around)  Not back yet - oh dear.  (Sees the 
note)  What's this?  (Picks it up and reads it)  "Gone to take part in a 
Pantomime"?  What can they mean?  "Be back later" it says.  Well it'll 
spoil if they're not quick - I'd better just have a look and see if I can find 
them. 

(Calls back into the house)  Monday to Sunday!  I'm just going off to find 
Jack and Jill - you be good while I'm gone.  No mischief now.  (Exits UL 
following the direction of Jack, Jill and Tom) 

(One by one, seven heads appear through the door) 

Monday  Monday's child is fair of face. 

Tuesday  Tuesday's child is full of grace. 

Wednesday  Wednesday's child is full of woe. 

Thursday  Thursday's child has far to go. 

Friday  Friday's child is loving and giving. 

Saturday  Saturday's child works hard for a living. 

Sunday  But the child that's born on the Sabbath day ... 

Monday  (Buts in)  Is a pain in the neck.  Let's get him! (or her) 

 (A fight starts on the stage and, as the curtain closes, tumbles out into 
the auditorium & off DL) 

Act I  Scene 2a  On Parade with the King's Men  (Front of Tabs) 

(Enter SR the Duke of York) 

Duke  Captain!  Are the King's men ready for inspection yet? 

(Enter SL the Captain of the Guard) 

Captain  (Crossing to the Duke and saluting smartly)  All the King's men 
present and correct, Sah! 

Duke  And all the King's horses? 

Captain  Ah, there we have a slight - er, what you might call - problem, Sah! 
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Duke  What problem could there possibly be with the King's horses, 
Captain? 

Captain  Well, Sah - it's like this, Sah!  A horse is quite a large hanimal, 
you see Sah - and this (indicating the auditorium) is quite a small 'all. 

Duke  It's the best that could be provided, apparently. 

Captain  Yes, Sah.  But to fit all the King's horses as well as all the 
King's men into this 'ere 'all, we have had to adopt a few compromises. 

Duke  Such as? 

Captain  You'd better see for yourself, Sah.  (To the auditorium)  
Company, by the left, quick canter! 

 (The King's men enter from the back of the auditorium mounted on 
"horses", to appropriate music.  The horses can be a mixture of any 
variety of strange things - hobby horses, pogo sticks, on piggy-back, etc.  
Business of cantering down the aisles and (if possible) up onto the stage.  
They are a motley crew!) 

Captain  Company ready for inspection, Sah! 

Duke  I can't inspect this lot, Captain!  Where are all my proud white 
chargers? 

Captain  Cutting divots out of the Village Green, I should think Sah.  We 
had to leave them outside.  Will you address the men now Sah? 

Duke  I suppose I'll have to.  (Addresses the King's men to the 
accompaniment of suitable stirring music) - 

 Men - when you pledged your allegiance to the King, little did you 
suspect that within a few short years you would be called upon to take 
your place in the annals of history alongside such heroes as ... er well, 
alongside many great heroes.  Today I am going to ask you to do just 
that.  Today, we strike a blow for freedom.  Today we are about to 
perform a feat that no company of brave soldiers has ever been asked to 
perform before.  Yes, today I will order you, every man of you, to - 
march up to the top of the hill, and march down again! 

(There are gasps from the soldiers at this, followed by a general hubbub) 

Duke  (Trying to silence them)  Men - I realise some of you regard this 
expedition as being above and beyond the call of duty ... 
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Soldier 1  It's not duty, it's dotty! 

Soldier 2  Where's the enemy? 

Soldier 3  We'll be the laughing stock of Nursery Rhyme land! 

Captain  Silence!  Anyone talking out of turn will do it twice! 

(The hubbub dies down) 

Duke  This will not be an easy mission ... 

Soldier 1  Is it a slippery slope then? 

Captain  Order!  Remember what I said! 

Duke  ... but I know I can rely on you men to carry it through to the bitter 
end.  Any questions? 

Captain  Are you sure you want to encourage questions, Sah? 

Duke  I am not an unreasonable man - don't be afraid to speak up.  Yes, 
(pointing to a soldier) you. 

Soldier 2  How many of us will there be marching up and down this hill? 

Duke  Ten thousand.  Next question. 

Soldier 3  How will we know when to stop? 

Duke  You stop when you get to the top.  Then you come down again, 
understood?  When you're up you're up, and when you're down you're 
down. 

Soldier 1  And in-between? 

Captain  Then you'll be neither up nor down.  Correct, Sah? 

Duke  Correct Captain, very perceptive of you.  Now, any more 
questions?  No?  Then Captain, march your men to their positions ready 
for the attack to begin. 

Captain  Very good, Sah.  Company, about turn.  (They do)  To the 
bottom of the hill, quick march!  (The King's men canter back out 
through the auditorium again to stirring music, and the Captain follows 
behind) 

Song 5  Chorus 
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Duke  (Looking after them)  Fine fellows, every one of them.  And to 
think father wanted to cut the defence budget!  (He exits following them 
through auditorium) 

 

Act I  Scene 2b  In Miss Muffet's Parlour  (Half Set) 

 (The scene opens with Miss Muffet seated on her tuffet centre stage, 
eating curds and whey) 

Song 6  Miss Muffet 

 (At end of song, enter Georgie Porgie and Wee Willie Winkie, through 
the auditorium in a hurry) 

Miss Muffet  Where have you two been?  Two o'clock I said, and it's three 
fifteen already! (or change it to reflect actual time of performance). 

Georgie P  Sorry, M.  We had some business to attend to. 

Willie W  Urgent business, that couldn't wait. 

Miss Muffet  What sort of urgent business? 

Georgie P  Well, er ... 

Willie W  ... public business. 

Georgie P  Yes - business of a public nature. 

Miss Muffet  Public Bar more like! 

Willie W  Oh, M, is that fair? 

Georgie P  Is that just? 

Miss Muffet  Yes, I'd say it was fair, just.  But now you're here, perhaps 
we can concentrate on the business in hand. 

Willie W  Oh you can rely on us, M. 

Georgie P  We're all ears!  (and he is!) 

Miss Muffet  Yes I can see, you look a proper Charlie.  Now about the 
farm in Nursery Rhyme Land ... 

Willie W  Ah, the farm. 

Georgie P  Ah yes, the farm. 
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Miss Muffet  What do you know about it? 

Georgie P  Well, er, it's got animals in it, hasn't it. 

Willie W  Yes, cows and pigs and sheep and things. 

Georgie P  And Bo Peep runs it ... 

Willie W  ... with Boy Blue. 

Miss Muffet  Right!  But not for long - soon it will be ours. 

Georgie P  Ours? 

Miss Muffet  Yes, all ours! 

Willie W  Er, what will we do with it, M? 

Miss Muffet  Do with it?  What d'you think we'll do with it?  Make lots 
of money out of it of course. 

Georgie P  Of course! 

Willie W  Fancy us even asking! 

Georgie P  Obvious isn't it. 

Willie W  Silly us! 

Georgie P  Er - how do we make this money, M? 

Willie W  You're not going to ask us to work on the farm, are you? 

Miss Muffet  You work?  I'd get nothing if I had to rely on that!  No, I 
have other plans for it. 

Georgie P  Oh good.  Such as? 

Miss Muffet  You'll have to wait and see - I'm not prepared to tell you 
yet.  First we have to get vacant possession. 

Willie W  You what? 

Miss Muffet  Vacant possession. 

Georgie P  Oh right!  Er - what's that, M? 

Miss Muffet  Kick them out, you fools! 

Willie W  Ah, now you're talking. 

Georgie P  Now we're with you. 
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Miss Muffet  And not before time! 

Song 7  Miss Muffet, Georgie and Willie 

Miss Muffet  Now come close and I'll explain what's to be done.  First, 
we need to get our hands on the Deeds to the farm.  I happen to know 
they're kept in a safe in the magic wall where Humpty Dumpty looks 
after them. 

Willie W  What, old egg-head? 

Georgie P  He's not much of a security guard - one crack on the head and 
he's a gonner. 

Miss Muffet  It's not going to be quite as easy as you think - Humpty 
Dumpty's got magic powers.  We'll need to use stealth and cunning 
against him. 

Willie W  Oh, well that leaves us out then. 

Georgie P  Yes, we can leave it to this other lot. 

Miss Muffet  Which other lot? 

Georgie P  This Stealth and Cunning. 

Miss Muffet  Idiots!  Fortunately I don't have to rely on you alone.  I have 
other plans. 

 (At this, the Wolf enters behind them and joins in the huddle.  They don't 
notice him at first.) 

Miss Muffet  While we go looking for the deeds, someone else will be 
using other means to persuade the residents of the farm to move out. 

(Suddenly Georgie and Willie notice the Wolf) 

Willie W  It's the Wolf! 

Georgie P  What's he doing here? 

(Willie and Georgie try to hide behind Miss Muffet) 

Miss Muffet  Relax you two - he's on our side. 

Willie W  He is? 

Georgie P  That's what Red Riding Hood's granny thought! 

Wolf  Objection!  That was in a different pantomime. 
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Miss Muffet  He's here to help us get our hands on the farm. 

Willie W  He's after the three little pigs! 

Georgie P  And Bo Peep's sheep. 

Wolf  (To Miss Muffet)  Do I have to stay here and take all this?  You told 
me we could forget the form book. 

Miss Muffet  Shut it boys.  We help the Wolf and the Wolf helps us, OK? 

Willie W  I don't like it. 

Georgie P  Don't leave us alone with him. 

Miss Muffet  Really - big boys like you scared of a nice Wolf!  You 
ought to be ashamed of yourselves.  Do I look afraid of him? 

Willie W  No, M. 

Miss Muffet  Am I cringing every time he moves towards me? 

Georgie P  No, M. 

Miss Muffet  It takes more than a little Wolf to scare me, doesn't it. 

(The Spider appears at this moment) 

Willie W  Yes, M.  By the way, there's a spider behind you. 

Miss Muffet  Oh no - don't try that one on me.  You know I don't like 
spiders. 

Georgie P  No, honestly M, it's right behind you. 

Miss Muffet  Oh no it isn't! 

G and W  Oh yes it is!  (etc) 

 (Miss Muffet sees it and exits DL screaming.  Georgie, Willie and Wolf 
move forward to watch, and curtains close behind them) 

Georgie P  That'll teach her. 

Willie W  (Calling after her)  It's only a spider, M. 

Georgie P  Fancy a big girl like you being afraid of a spider! 

Willie W  How can an istsy bitsy spider hurt you? 

Georgie P  And she laughed at us being afraid of the Wolf! 
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(They suddenly realise the Wolf is still there) 

G and W  The Wolf!! 

 (They run off through the auditorium with the Wolf chasing them. 
Extend business to cover scene change as necessary.) 

 

Act I  Scene 3  The Farm in Nursery Rhyme Land  (Full Set) 

(The scene opens to a chorus of Farmworkers, resting on implements, etc) 

Song 8  Chorus 

(At end, Bo Peep and Boy Blue enter UR) 

Bo Peep  What's all this then?  We'll never make ends meet if you spend 
all your time singing and doing no work. 

Chorus 1  Oh come on, BP, this is our lunch break. 

Chorus 2  We've been working our smocks off all morning. 

Chorus 3  You've been really moody lately, BP.  What's the matter? 

Boy Blue  She's worried about this take-over bid by the Muffet mob - we 
all are. 

Chorus 1  Things were really peaceful around here before they came 
along.  Why can't they just leave us alone? 

Chorus 2  Mind their own business. 

Chorus 3  Let us get on with our own lives. 

Bo Peep  I'm afraid that's not the sort of people they are.  They've got this 
idea in their heads that they can make a fortune out of the farm. 

Boy Blue  Even though we can only just about make ends meet by 
working hard at it all day. 

Chorus 1  What are they thinking of doing - working even harder? 

Bo Peep  You must be joking!  They don't know the meaning of the word.  
No, they'll sell it to the highest bidder. 

Chorus 2  But who'd want to buy it? 

Chorus 3  They'd have to work just as us to hard to run it. 
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Boy Blue  Oh they wouldn't sell it as a farm.  They want to make a Theme 
Park out of it. 

Chorus 1  A what? 

Bo Peep  A Theme Park - you know like Euro-Disney, only bigger. 

Chorus 1  They couldn't! 

Bo Peep  Oh yes they could. 

Chorus 2  The local council wouldn't let them. 

Boy Blue  The local council would welcome it. 

Chorus 3  Welcome it - why? 

Bo Peep  More jobs from a Theme Park than from a farm - and more rent. 

Boy Blue  And we're not exactly their most favourite people at the 
moment. 

Chorus 1  Why's that? 

Bo Peep  Well there was the small matter of losing our sheep, and not 
knowing where to find them - remember? 

Boy Blue  They were in the meadow, the council's meadow that is, and 
the cows were in their corn. 

Bo Peep  And where was the one who was tending the sheep?  (Looking 
around the chorus) 

Chorus 3  (Sheepishly!)  Um - under the haystack ... 

Bo Peep  ... Fast asleep! 

Boy Blue  And I had to blow my horn in your ear to wake you up.  So you 
see things have got to change around here if we're to keep the farm. 

(Mary enters UR in time to hear this.  She has her Lamb with her) 

Mary  Oh dear, are you two laying down the law again? 

Bo Peep  Somebody has to Mary, or where would we all be? 

Chorus 1  Alright, we can take a hint.  Back to work everyone. 

(Chorus exit) 

Boy Blue  (To Bo Peep)  We'd better join them.  I'll check the cows. 
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Bo Peep  And I'll check the sheep.  See you later, Mary. 

(Bo Peep and Boy Blue exit, following the chorus) 

Mary  (To her Lamb)  Well, I suppose I'd better get on with something 
too.  Are you going to come and help me?  (Lamb nods)  You promise 
not to get in the way this time?  (Lamb shakes head)  Does that mean 
you won't promise, or you won't get in the way?  (Lamb nuzzles her)  I 
know - you're a good girl really.  You do get me into trouble sometimes, 
but I wouldn't want to lose you for all that. 

Song 9  Mary & Lamb 

Mary  Trouble is you're lonely when I'm off doing other things.  What 
you need is a friend - another little sheep to play with. 

(Enter the Wolf UL, dressed in sheep's clothing) 

Mary  (Not noticing the Wolf)  I wonder where we could find you one?  
(To audience)  Do you know where I could find a playmate for Lamb? 

 (Business with audience: "Behind you" or "It's the Wolf", depending on 
how perceptive they are!) 

Wolf  (Coughing)  Ahem, I wonder if ... (Realising he is speaking too 
gruffly, he starts again in a soft voice)  I wonder if I could play with her. 

Mary  (Surprised)  Why, where did you come from? 

Wolf  Oh, I've just moved in along the road, and my Mummy said I 
should come and ask if the little lamb could come round  - for tea.  (He 
licks his lips at this, and Lamb tries to hide behind Mary) 

Mary  I didn't know anyone had just moved in. 

Wolf  Only the other day, and I've no other friends round here yet. 

Mary  Well, it would be very helpful.  (Sees Lamb hiding)  Come on 
Lamb - don't be shy.  You go and play with this nice little boy sheep 
while I get on with some work.  (But Lamb won't do it) 

 (To the Wolf)  I'm sorry - Lamb doesn't seem to want to play today.  
Maybe tomorrow.  (To Lamb)  Come on then Lamb, this way. 

(Mary and Lamb start to exit UR) 

Wolf  (To audience)  Curses, I shall have to reveal myself!  (He flings off 
his sheep's clothing)  Not so fast you two. 
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Mary  It's the Wolf!  What are you doing here? 

Wolf  What do wolves usually do?  I'm going to eat you up. 

Mary  Oh no you're not!  (She grabs a pitchfork or some other implement 
to defend herself) 

Wolf  Oh yes I am!  (He advances menacingly towards her) 

(Business - at end the Wolf grabs Lamb) 

Wolf  Well if I can't eat you, then it'll have to be Lamb.  (He exits UL 
dragging protesting Lamb)  Come along my little friend, we're going to 
play - with the mint sauce! 

(Mary stands centre stage yelling) 

Mary  Help!  Wolf!! 

(Enter DR Jack, Jill and Tom) 

Jack  What's the matter? 

Mary  The Wolf!!! 

Jill  (Reacting)  The what? 

Tom  The Wolf.  He normally just puffs the Three Pigs' houses down and 
eats Red Riding Hood's granny, but it looks like someone's found him 
something else to do today. 

Jack  Well it didn't look like something very nice. 

Tom  Oh, it never is.  He's got a reputation to keep up. 

Jill  You don't seem very frightened of him. 

Mary  He's taken Lamb.  I'm afraid he's going to ... 

Tom  Calm down Mary, he's only a pantomime wolf - he won't really do 
anything nasty.  His growl's worse than his bite.  What was he here for? 

Mary  I don't know - he just turned up. 

Tom  I smell a rat - or rather three rats.  I'll bet the Muffet mob sent him 
here. 

Jill  What for? 

Tom  To frighten this lot out of the farm I expect. 
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Mary  He's frightened me alright.  How can I get Lamb back? 

Jack  Don't worry, Mary - we'll get Lamb back somehow. 

(Enter DR the Widow, out of breath) 

Widow  Found you at last!  I put your supper on the table two hours ago - 
it'll be all cold now.  Special it was too - a nice leg of lamb. 

Mary  (Swooning)  Oh! 

Jack  Mother, really! 

Widow  What do you mean, "Mother, really"? 

Jill  Mary here's just lost her pet Lamb, and you come in talking of mutton. 

Widow  Well how was I to know that?  Your note said “gone to a 
Pantomime”, not to Pet's Corner. 

Jill  (To Mary)  It's all right, Mary. 

Mary  (To Tom)  But what can we do? 

Tom  We're on our way to see the King.  Perhaps he'll have some ideas. 

Widow  The King? 

Jack  Old King Cole.  (To Tom)  Where do we find him? 

Tom  At the Royal Palace. 

Mary  Do you really think he'll listen to us Tom? 

Tom  Have you got a better suggestion? 

Mary  No. 

Widow  I have - what about going home for supper first. 

Jill  That's probably what the Wolf's saying. 

Mary  Oh no! 

Jack  We can't wait that long, mother.  It's a matter of life and death here. 

(All move front of tabs to allow for scene-changing behind) 

Widow  (To audience)  I don't know - you send him to do a simple job 
like mending a bucket, and he ends up making a drama of it! 

Jack  Well now you're here, you might as well help us with it. 
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Jill  Yes mother - there's important work to be done. 

Song 10  Jack, Jill, Widow, Tom & Mary 

Jack  What are we waiting for?  Off to the palace without delay! 

Widow  Oh dear, I am missing the children.  I do hope they're being good 
back home. 

 (They exit DL, and as they do so, Sunday, Monday, etc, creep across the 
stage from DR and follow them - indicating to the audience to keep quiet 
as they do so.) 

 

Act I  Scene 4a  In the Royal Palace  (Half Set) 

 (King Cole is sitting peacefully on his throne with his pipe and bowl, 
listening to some fiddle music.  The Queen of Hearts enters SR from the 
kitchen) 

Queen  Look at you!  Here am I up to my elbows in pastry and all you can 
do is sit there for hours on end listening to that noise.  Haven't you got 
anything better to do? 

King  The trouble with you my dear is that you don't understand the finer 
things of life.  This noise, as you call it, needs a cultured ear to 
appreciate it. 

Queen  Cultured my foot!  It sounds like a chorus of tortured cats. 

(Puss emerges offended from behind the throne, and stalks off SL) 

Queen  Oops, sorry Puss. 

King  There, you've offended him now.  We'll be overrun with mice again 
if he goes away. 

Queen  Never mind the mice - just turn the noise off, put that horrible 
pipe out and come and give me some help in the kitchen. 

King  Are you having a problem then? 

Queen  It's this week's tarts - they're not cooking properly. 

King  But your tarts are always - er - perfect.  They're even the talk of the 
Women's Institute. 
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Queen  These ones would be the death of them.  I'll show you.  (She 
sweeps out SR) 

King  (To audience)  They should be so lucky!  Her tarts are perfectly 
ghastly. 

Queen  (Returns with a tray full of tarts)  Look!  They're all soggy.  (She 
demonstrates) 

King  I suppose you turned the oven on? 

Queen  Typical man!  What do you think I am, incompetent? 

King  Just checking, my dear, just checking. 

Queen  No, there's something going on in the kitchen while my back's 
turned, and I intend to find out who's behind it. 

(Puss reappears from SL at this point, and whispers in the King's ear) 

King  (To Puss)  Are you sure?  (Puss nods) 

Queen  What's that?  Does he know who messed around with my tarts? 

King  No, he says we have some visitors.  (To Puss)  Show them in. 

Queen  Visitors?  What sort of visitors? 

King  Two of our subjects and some - outsiders. 

Queen  Outsiders?  What are they doing here?  Not coming to cause more 
trouble I hope. 

King  (To audience)  They couldn't! 

Queen  What was that? 

King  They - er - couldn't be allowed to do that. 

Queen  Then you must expel them. 

King  We'll see - here they are now. 

(Enter SL Tom and Mary followed by Jack, Jill and the Widow with Puss) 

Tom  Your Majesty, we need your help. 

Mary  (Pushing forward)  The Wolf's run off with my Lamb.  He dragged 
her away to his lair and he's probably going to eat her and I don't know 
what to do and ... 
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Tom  It's the Muffet mob behind it we're sure - they're trying to force Bo 
Peep and Boy Blue out of the farm and ... 

King  Just a minute, just a minute.  One thing at a time and I might get the 
message.  You say the Wolf's on the loose (Mary nods vigorously) and 
the Muffet mob are making trouble again? (Tom nods) 

Queen  And where do the outsiders come in?  (She inspects them) 

Widow  Through the door usually. 

Jack  Mother! 

Tom  I asked them to come and help us. 

Queen  But they're not Nursery Rhyme characters - they can't stay here 
unless they're in a nursery rhyme. 

Jack  Oh but we are - we're Jack and Jill. 

Jill  Look, we've even got our pail for water. 

Queen  (To King)  Haven't we already got a Jack and Jill? 

King  We've plenty of Jacks - Jack Horner, Jack Spratt, Jack B Nimble - 
not to mention our own Jack of Hearts who steals the ... 

Queen  That's it!  That's who did it!!  That Knave of ours - took my 
beautiful cooked tarts and put these miserable specimens back in their 
place.  Just wait till I catch him!  (She exits SR with determination) 

King  Oh dear - I'm afraid tart stealing ranks far higher than lambnapping 
in my wife's estimation.  I pity our Jack when she finds him.  Now then, 
where were we? 

Tom  Letting Jack and Jill stay here and help us outwit the Muffet mob. 

King  Yes, indeed - you'll probably need all the help you can get if you 
want to put them in their place.  And who is this other charming lady? 

Widow  I am Widow Welly, and these two are my offspring. 

King  Oh, they sprung off you did they? 

Widow  In a manner of speaking, yes. 

King  And what Nursery Rhyme are you in? 

Widow  Ah, well - now, let's think. 
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Jack  We're here to help you, Sire.  Can't we just get on with it? 

King  Well if it was up to me I'd say yes, but this is a constitutional matter. 

Widow  A constitutional?  That means going for a long walk, doesn't it?  
I've just done that to get here. 

Jill  Mother - of course you're in a Nursery Rhyme. 

Widow  I am?  Which one? 

Jill  (To audience)  You can tell her which Nursery Rhyme she's in, can't you? 

(Audience reaction) 

Jill  Yes of course - the 'Old Woman who lived in a Shoe'. 

Widow  Old??  Me?  (To audience)  I'm not old, am I? 

(Audience reaction - of course she is!) 

Widow  Well anyway, I certainly don't live in a common old shoe.  My 
residence is far more salubrious than that. 

Jack  Oh no it's not! 

Widow  Oh yes it is!  (etc) 

 It's not a shoe - it's a boot! 

King  Boot or shoe, it's all the same Madam.  But you're also supposed to 
have so many children you don't know what to do. 

Widow  Well I have - and they're probably tearing the boot apart as we 
speak. 

King  In that case I see no problem in you staying in Nursery Rhyme Land. 

Jill  Hooray! 

King  ... So long as I can see these children, to prove that you have them. 

Jack  But it would take ages to get them here - we can't wait that long! 

King  I'm sorry - I'm tied by the constitution. 

Widow  I know what you should be tied by! 

King  So unless you can show me the proof, I'm afraid . . . 

(At this moment, Sunday, Monday, etc, run on DR, followed by Chorus) 
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Widow  Wherever have you come from? 

Monday  We followed you. 

Tuesday  We wanted to know where you were going. 

Wednesday  It wasn't fair leaving us on our own! 

Thursday  Why should grown-ups have all the fun? 

Friday  We want to join in too. 

Saturday  What are you all doing here? 

Sunday  (Looking at King Cole)  And who's this funny looking man? 

Widow  Oh I don't know what to do with you, I really don't! 

(Children move to sit centre front) 

King  Well, that seems to be proof enough.  Welcome to Nursery Rhyme 
Land. 

Jack  Phew!  Now can we get on with it? 

King  Certainly.  How can I help you? 

Jack  We were hoping perhaps that you might send your soldiers after the 
Wolf and . . . 

King  All the kings horses and all the king's men?  No, I don't think they'd 
manage to catch the Wolf.  We'd need to use more crafty means than that. 

(Puss goes up to the King and whispers in his ear again) 

King  Of course - well done Puss.  Humpty Dumpty - why didn't I think of it? 

All  Humpty Dumpty? 

King  Yes - he's a wise old egg.  Keeps himself to himself you 
understand, and doesn't always take kindly to visitors - but he's in charge 
of all the Deeds and Records in Nursery Rhyme Land.  He usually seems 
to know what's going on, and he'll be full of good ideas about what to do 
next. 

Widow  Good egg, where do we find him? 

King  He lives on the magic wall at the very edge of the kingdom on the 
other side of a deep forest.  Not many people know how to get there, but 
Puss says he can guide you. 
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Jill  Well done Puss! 

Tom  The sooner we get there the better. 

Jack  Show us eggsactly where he lives. 

Mary  And help get poor Lamb back. 

Song 11  All 

(At end, all exit DL with the children, led by Puss) 

 

Act I  Scene 4b  On the way to the Wall  (Front of Tabs) 

 (Enter SL Georgie Porgie and Willie Winkie looking furtive) 

Georgie P  Have we lost her? 

Willie W  Can't see her anywhere. 

Georgie P  D'you think it's safe then? 

Willie W  I reckon so - if she's not around. 

Georgie P  If she saw us doing it, she'd not be best pleased. 

Willie W  You don't have to tell me that. 

Georgie P  What if she sneaks up on us while we're doing it? 

Willie W  We need a look-out. 

Georgie P  But there's only you and me. 

Willie W  Look around you. 

Georgie P  You mean, we're not alone? 

Willie W  Down there (nods indicating the audience). 

Georgie P  Where did they come from?  I thought we were deep in the 
middle of an impenetrable forest here. 

Willie W  So did I. 

Georgie P  Perhaps they're evil spirits. 

Willie W  They look pretty evil to me.  D'you think they're friendly? 
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Georgie P    Difficult to say from here.  You'd better go down there and 
find out. 

Willie W    I'd better go down?  How about you? 

Georgie P    I thought of it.  So it's your turn to do it. 

Willie W    Just a minute.  You thought of it so it's my turn to do it? 

Georgie P    That's right. 

Willie W    I don't think that's fair. 

Georgie P    What's not fair about it? 

Willie W    Thinking about it's the easy bit. 

Georgie P    Alright - if you're so clever, you think of something better. 

Willie W    Er - I could think of you going down and finding out. 

Georgie P    That doesn't count. 

Willie W  Why not? 

Georgie P  Because I've already thought of that. 

Willie W  No - you thought of me going down.  I thought of you going down. 

Georgie P  It's the same thing though. 

Willie W  Well, if it's the same thing, why don't you go? 

Georgie P  Because - hang on, I don't like the way this is going! 

Willie W  I didn't think you would. 

Georgie P  You're trying to catch me out, aren't you? 

Willie W  Oh come now George, you know me better than that! 

Georgie P  I tell you what. 

Willie W  What? 

Georgie P  We'll both go down. 

Willie W  Together? 

Georgie P  Together. 

Willie W  You first - that's manners. 
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Georgie P  No, no Willie - after you. 

Willie W  You're too kind! 

Georgie P  I know - it's one of my faults.  I'll be right behind you though. 

Willie W  How far behind? 

Georgie P  Oh not far at all.  A yard or so. 

Willie W  A yard?  What's that in metres? 

Georgie P  Meet who? 

Willie W  What? 

Georgie P  No, her.  You said "meet her".  Her who? 

Miss Muffet  (From offstage SL)  Where have you two layabouts got to? 

Georgie P  Who, her? 

Willie W  Yikes, she's caught up with us! 

(Miss Muffet enters, eating curds & whey from a container) 

Miss Muffet  Oh there you are!  You're going in the wrong direction. 

Georgie P  We are, M? 

Miss Muffet  The Wall is this way (indicates SL). 

Willie W  How can you be so sure in an impenetrable forest? 

Miss Muffet  It's my female intuition. 

Georgie P  (Aside)  You can tell that to the birds! 

Miss Muffet  I beg your pardon? 

Georgie P  I said - er - 

Willie W  He said those were his very words. 

Miss Muffet  Huh!  Just remember - I'm in charge here, alright?  (She 
throws the empty curds & whey container down on the ground) 

Georgie P  Alright.  Lead on Miss Muffet ... 

Willie W  (Aside)  ... and we'll just rough it.  (They exit SL) 

(Enter SR Jack, Jill, Widow, Tom and Mary, lead by Puss) 
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Jill  We've come a long way, Puss.  Can we rest for a while? 

Jack  Are you sure we've come the right way? 

(Puss nods, and moves to lean against the proscenium arch SL) 

Mary  I thought I heard voices just then. 

Widow  I hope the Muffet mob aren't coming this way too - I don't like 
what I've heard about them. 

Tom  How could they?  They haven't got Puss to lead them. 

Mary  I'm sure Puss isn't the only one to know the way - are you Puss? 

(Puss shakes his head) 

Jack  We'd better not stop for too long then, just in case. 

Widow  Well I'm glad we managed to leave the children behind.  
Goodness knows how we'd have managed with all of them in tow. 

Mary  I'm sure they'll enjoy helping Bo Peep and Boy Blue on the farm 
till we come back. 

Tom  Let's hope the farm's still there when we get back.  (Finds the 
container on the ground)  Look, what's this?  'Co-op Curds & Whey'. 

Mary  Miss Muffet! 

Tom  Trust her to throw litter around. 

Jill  So they've been here! 

Widow  Oo-er - I don't like the sound of that. 

Jack  Right, no more rests - we must go on!  They must be just ahead of us. 

Tom  Don't you know a short cut, Puss? 

(Puss shakes his head) 

Jack  Then we'll just have to move faster - (slaps thigh) - come on girls. 

Widow  (Tries to slap thigh)  Come on girls?  Who does he think he is - 
the Principal Boy in a Pantomime? 

(They all exit SL) 
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Act I  Scene 5  At The Wall  (Full Set) 

 (The scene opens with Humpty Dumpty sitting on the wall, upstage 
centre.  The wall contains a number of doors or drawers in it marked 
"LAND DEEDS", "NEW NURSERY RHYMES", "OLD HAT", etc.  A 
chorus of King's Men is on stage in front.) 

Song 12  Chorus 

(At end of the song the Duke of York enters UR) 

Duke  Congratulations, men!  The way you tackled that hill was truly 
magnificent.  It made an old man feel very happy. 

Soldier 1  That's what my wife says! 

Captain  Enough of that, Private Spratt. 

Soldier 2  Well I'm glad it's over. 

Soldier 3  Me too, I felt a right wally marching up and down like that. 

Captain  Enough I said! 

Soldier 1  That's what we're saying too! 

Duke  Do I gather there is some dissension in the ranks, Captain? 

Captain  Nothing I can't handle, Sah! 

Duke  Good, well I suggest you all ride off home now round the edge of 
the wood. 

Captain  Very good, Sah! 

Duke  After all it's a long way back, and what with all that exertion 
climbing hills ... 

Captain  (Cutting in)  Quite, Sah!  (To the soldiers)  Company! 

(The soldiers form into some sort of order) 

 By the soft centre - quick march! 

 (And the rag-bag trot off SL as best they can, with the Captain following 
behind.  The Duke of York is about to follow them, when Humpty 
Dumpty speaks to him.) 

Humpty  I hope you'll excuse me for asking ... 
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Duke  My Goodness, you've decided to talk. 

Humpty  I talk when there's something worthwhile to say. 

Duke  I see - and what have you found that's worthwhile to say now then? 

Humpty  About the King's horses and the King's men. 

Duke  What about them. 

Humpty  Was that them? 

Duke  Yes of course - who else would it be? 

Humpty  (Sadly)  Oh dear! 

Duke  Why, what's the matter? 

Humpty  You know about the contract, of course. 

Duke  What contract? 

Humpty  The contract I made with the King's father, many years ago. 

Duke  I've no idea what you're talking about. 

Humpty  I thought perhaps you hadn't.  It's to do with my precarious 
position you see. 

Duke  Sitting on the fence you mean. 

Humpty  The wall - eggsactly. 

Duke  What about it? 

Humpty  I don't just sit here to look pretty you know. 

Duke  No? 

Humpty  No.  Do you know what I'm here for? 

Duke  The beer? 

Humpty  (Severely)  Be sensible please! 

Duke  Sorry pardon.  You're waiting to hatch? 

Humpty  I am not waiting to hatch. 

Duke  Well that's a relief.  I can't imagine what sort of animal might come 
out of you! 
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Humpty  I have a heart of gold! 

Duke  You mean you're a good egg then. 

Humpty  I mean I have a golden yolk. 

Duke  Oh do tell - I love a good joke! 

Humpty  (Dryly)  You are a joke.  Well since you can't guess, I'll have to 
tell you.  I'm here to keep this wall in order. 

Duke  Why, will it run amok if you're not there?  Wall over the place! 

Humpty  (Not amused)  It's a magic wall surrounding the Kingdom of 
Nursery Rhyme Land.  It keeps all the nursery rhymes from disappearing. 

Duke  (Impressed)  Really? 

Humpty  Really.  And I was placed here when it was first built to make 
sure the magic force holds it together.  If I go, the magic goes, and so 
does the wall. 

Duke  And the nursery rhymes ... 

Humpty  ... will be lost for ever. 

Duke  But we can't have that - I mean, I'm a nursery rhyme aren't I? 

Humpty  You are.  You'd never survive in the outside world.  That's why 
the contract with the King is so important. 

Duke  I see. 

Humpty  If I fall off the wall, or if I'm toppled off by people who don't 
know any better, the King's horses and men are supposed to come and 
put me together and set me back on the wall again. 

Duke  Oh, we would, we would. 

Humpty  But from what I've seen of them just now, they couldn't even do 
a six-piece jigsaw puzzle, far less put an egg together. 

Duke  Oh come now - you couldn't ask for a finer body of men. 

Humpty  For climbing up and down hills, perhaps.  For egg restoration 
work, I'm not so sure. 

Duke Have no fear, sir, if you fall 
My men will hasten to your call. 
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Humpty  Very poetic I'm sure, but will they be effective? 

Duke  Every man of them is trained and ready to go into action at the 
drop of a hat - or of an egg, come to that. 

Humpty  I'm glad to hear it. 

Duke  So goodbye for now - I'll follow my men back to the barracks.  Let 
us know if you need us - we're in the Yellow Pages under Riding 
Lessons.  (Exits SL) 

Humpty  (To himself)  I don't think I'll be in a fit state to phone, 
somehow.  Uh-huh!  I think I hear trouble coming! 

(Enter DR the Muffet mob) 

Miss Muffet  (To Georgie and Willie)  There he is.  Now, you two nip 
over the wall and get behind to push him while I distract his attention 
from the front. 

Georgie P  Right-o, M. 

Willie W  Over the wall it is. 

 (Miss Muffet goes up to Humpty slightly SL, while Georgie and Willie 
creep up towards the wall SR) 

Miss Muffet  Good day to you, sir. 

Humpty  Is it? 

Miss Muffet  Why surely.  The sun is shining, the birds are singing ... 

Humpty  ... and two ruffians are trying to climb over my wall.  You don't 
fool me that easily you know. 

Miss Muffet  Oh, they're only boys.  They just want to see what's on the 
other side. 

Humpty  They won't like it. 

Miss Muffet  Why?  Is the view so bad? 

Humpty  Oh the view's fine, but the Wall doesn't take kindly to being 
climbed on.  Watch. 

(Georgie and Willie are now at the wall, and prepare to climb) 

Georgie P  Quietly!  Now you bend over and I'll climb on your back. 
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Willie W  Why me?  Why don't you bend over? 

Georgie P  Because I'm not as heavy as you are. 

Willie W  Oh yes you are. 

Georgie P  Oh no I'm not.  (etc, ad lib)  Well, because you're stronger 
than me then. 

Willie W  Oh, all right. 

 (Business - W bends and G tries to climb on his back.  He is given an 
unsteady piggy-back ride round the stage and back to the wall) 

Georgie P  Hey, careful! 

 (As they get close to the wall a pair of hands emerges, dressed as part of 
the wall, and pushes them back, tickles them, etc.  G and W end up flat 
on the floor) 

Humpty  (To Miss Muffet)  You see what I mean? 

Miss Muffet  Huh!  (To audience)  Curses, we'll just have to take him 
from the front.  (To G and W)  Come here you two - it's Plan B. 

Georgie P  Plan B? 

Willie W  We didn't have a Plan B. 

Miss Muffet  Well we do now.  Grab his arms and pull! 

(They approach Humpty) 

Humpty  I see - a full frontal attack.  And three against one - very brave! 

Miss Muffet  You can't stop us, old egg! 

Georgie P  Would you rather be poached or scrambled? 

Willie W  Or mixed into batter for pancakes? 

Miss Muffet  Prepare to meet thy Moulinex, egg! 

Humpty  Not yet.  I think you should meet a friend of mine first. 

Miss Muffet  You don't scare us, egg, and neither will your friend, 
whoever he is.  (At this the Spider enters.  They don't see him yet) 

Humpty  I'm not so sure.  I understand you're arachnophobic. 

Georgie P  Don't be so rude! 
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Willie W  She hasn't touched a drop all day! 

Miss Muffet  Long words won't save you, egg! 

Humpty  No, but my friend will.  Look, behind you. 

 (They do - business ensues in which Miss Muffet screams and exits DL 
pursued by the Spider) 

Georgie P  Oh not again! 

Humpty  Your leader seems to have deserted you. 

Willie W  We don't need a leader.  We know what we want. 

Georgie P  Yes, we want the Deeds to the farm.  And we know where 
they are too. 

Humpty  You do? 

Willie W  Yes we do.  They're in that drawer marked "Deeds". 

Humpty  I see. 

Georgie P  So we're just going to open the drawer and take them. 

Humpty  You are, are you? 

Willie W  We are - and you'd better not try and stop us. 

Georgie P  Or it'll be eggshells for you. 

Humpty  Well in that case - you'd better go ahead then. 

Willie W  We don't stand on ceremony you know. 

Georgie P  We get what we want, whatever it takes. 

Humpty  I said, go ahead. 

Willie W  The end justifies the means. 

Georgie P  And all roads lead to ... did you say, "go ahead"? 

Humpty  I did.  Twice. 

Willie W  You mean, just take the Deeds? 

Humpty  Just take them. 

Georgie P  Without any aggravation? 



Page 37 

 1992 JOS Humpty Dumpty 

Humpty  It's two to one.  You're not afraid of the Spider, so what else can I 
do? 

Willie W  Oh - well - right then.  We'll just - take them then. 

Humpty  Indeed. 

Georgie P  In drawer.  (Opens the drawer) 

Humpty  Indubitably. 

Georgie P  (Looking in the drawer)  Is it under 'GOOD DEEDS' or 'BAD 
DEEDS'? 

Humpty  That's for you to find out. 

Willie W  (Pushing Georgie P aside)  Let me see.  (Looks)  Here, they all 
look the same.  (He picks one out) 

 "Whereas the aforementioned hereunto witnessed by my hand shall be 

deemed to reside in perpetuity notwithstanding any contrary expedients." 

Georgie P  What does that mean? 

Willie W  It means I had to learn a lot of long words! 

Georgie P  But which one belongs to the farm? 

Humpty  Might I suggest you look under 'F'. 

Willie W  (To Georgie P)  Now why didn't you think of that? 

Georgie P  Because you pushed me away just as I was getting to it. 

Willie W  Here it is - 'Deeds to the Farm'.  (Pulls it out)  Thank you egg, 
that'll do nicely. 

Georgie P  Now we'll leave you in peace - one piece! 

(They exit SL laughing) 

Humpty  (To himself)  Don't mention it - have a nice day!  But don't 
blame me if you find the Deeds aren't worth the paper they're written on. 

(Enter DR Puss, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary and the Widow) 

Widow  Are we out of that jungle at last? 

Jill  I hope so - we seem to have been walking for ever. 

Jack  Yes, look!  There's the wall and there's Humpty Dumpty. 
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Tom  And he's on his own.  I wonder where the Muffet mob got to? 

Mary  Perhaps they got lost. 

Humpty  Oh no, they found me alright. 

Jill  You're speaking! 

Humpty  That's why I have a mouth. 

Jill  I see. 

Jack  Mr Egg - er - Mr Dumpty, sir ... 

Humpty  My friends call me Humpty. 

Jill  Can we call you Humpty? 

Humpty  Are you my friends? 

Jack  Well, yes. 

Humpty  Then you may call me Humpty.  How can I help you? 

 Mary  It's the Wolf ...  (Together . . .) 

 Tom  It's the Muffet mob ... 

 Jill  The King said you'd ... 

 Jack  We've come from the other side of the forest to ... 

Widow  (Butting in)  Shush, the lot of you!!  Let Puss tell him. 

 (And during the commotion, Puss has gone up to Humpty and whispered 
in his ear) 

Humpty  I see.  Well I've just got rid of Miss Muffet with the help of my 
eight-legged friend the Spider, but I haven't seen the Wolf around yet. 

Mary  Oh poor Lamb! 

Humpty  But if he's working for the Muffet mob, he won't eat her - they'll 
keep her as a hostage instead, to make sure you move out of the farm. 

Jill  What can we do? 

Humpty  They can't take over the farm legally unless they have the Deeds 
- that's what they came here for.  And that's what they think they've gone 
away with. 
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Jack  They think?  What have they really got then? 

Humpty  Let me show you.  Steps please! 

(Steps grow from the side of the Wall for him to climb down) 

Widow  Oh, so that's how you get down.  Clever old egg. 

Humpty  Perfectly safe, if I'm allowed to take my time.  Now then - (he 
goes to the open drawer) - they took a document from here which 
seemed to say 'Deeds to the Farm'.  But when they get it home, they'll 
find it's just a nursery rhyme story. 

Jill  How did you do that? 

Humpty  By the magic powers of the Wall.  They were made to see only 
what they wanted to see. 

Mary  I don't think Miss Muffet's going to be very happy when she finds out! 

Tom  Miss Muffet will be straight back here with a vengeance, if I know her. 

Jack  And next time she'll not be put off by over-grown spiders or fooled 
by magic documents. 

Jill  And she'll get you off that wall by fair means or foul. 

Tom  Probably foul. 

Mary  And that'll break the magic spell, and then ... 

Humpty  Now, now - don't go jumping to conclusions.  There's only three 
of them so far. 

Mary  And the Wolf! 

Humpty  Three of them and the Wolf.  And there's how many of you?  
(Counting)  One, two, three, four, five ... 

Widow  And the cat - don't forget Puss. 

Humpty  Five and the cat. 

Tom  And Bo Peep and the others on the farm. 

Humpty  And them - any more? 

(Sunday to Saturday appear from SR, and Chorus enter UL & UR) 

Monday  And Monday. 
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Tuesday  And Tuesday. 

Wednesday  And Wednesday. 

Thursday  And Thursday. 

Friday  And Friday. 

Saturday  And Saturday. 

Sunday  And don't forget Sunday. 

Widow  Where have you all come from?  I thought we left you safely at 
the farm. 

Humpty  Well, you certainly seem to have enough support there.  You 
shouldn't have any trouble in defeating the Muffet mob with all that lot.  

Jack  Then we'd better get after them, scuttle their plot. 

Mary  And save little lamb from their Lancashire pot! 

Children  (Repeating, with enthusiasm)  And save little lamb from their 
Lancashire pot! 

Widow  (Ironically)  Oooh, I am missing the children! 

Song 13  Humpty, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Widow, Puss & Chorus 

(Curtains close at end) 

 

**** INTERVAL **** 

 

Act II  Scene 1  The Farm in Nursery Rhyme Land  (Full Set) 

 (The scene opens to scenes of packing up - everyone is getting ready to 
leave the farm) 

Song 14  Chorus, Bo Peep and Boy Blue 

Bo Peep  It's a sad day for us - leaving the farm like this. 

Boy Blue  Not just for us - think of all the poor animals - where are they 
going to go? 

Bo Peep  I've found them space on the edge of the Royal park for the time 
being, but I don't know how long they'll be allowed to stay there. 
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Chorus 1  Are you sure the Muffet mob can do this to us? 

Bo Peep  Oh she was very clear - she's got the Deeds she says, and so the 
farm belongs to her. 

Chorus 2  What, just like that? 

Boy Blue  We checked with the King's counsellor - he said whoever holds 
the Deeds owns the farm. 

Chorus 3  Even if they got them unfairly? 

Boy Blue  Well we don't know that, do we? 

Chorus 1  Oh come on, Boy Blue - have you ever known Miss Muffet do 
anything fairly? 

Chorus 2  Yes, all that curds and whey she eats all the time - where do 
you think she gets it from?  Bet your life she doesn't buy it! 

Bo Peep  Well you may be right - but how can we prove it? 

Chorus 3  Ask her to show you the Deeds. 

Bo Peep  I did, but she just threatened to set the Wolf onto me - and look 
what happened to Lamb.  We still don't know what they've done with her. 

Boy Blue  We're frightened he may come back and do something else 
here unless we start moving now. 

Chorus 1  That's what they want you to think. 

Chorus 2  Then they move in quick. 

Chorus 3  And once they're in ... 

(Enter UL the Wolf) 

Wolf  Once we're in, we're in!! 

Chorus 1  Yes, well - er - we were just going. 

Chorus 2  Nice to meet you Mr Wolf. 

Chorus 3  Give our regards to Mrs Wolf. 

(The Chorus slip away quietly) 

Bo Peep  Now what do you want? 

Boy Blue  Have you come to do some more kidnapping? 
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Wolf  Kidnapping?  No, there's no fun in that.  I want to do something a 
bit more strenuous - like huffing and puffing at the Little Pigs' house for 
instance. 

Bo Peep  You big bully!  What have they done to deserve that? 

Wolf  First they built in straw, and I blew it down.  Then they built in 
sticks, and I blew it down.  Now they've moved into an end of terrace on 
(local estate) - should be a doddle! 

Boy Blue  Do you really enjoy making people suffer? 

Wolf  I'm a Wolf aren't I?  It's what Wolves are supposed to do. 

Bo Peep  Only in stories.  Real wolves are nice friendly animals - except 
when they're hungry. 

Wolf  Well this is a story - and I am hungry. 

Boy Blue  You hungry?  I bet you had a good breakfast already this 
morning. 

Bo Peep  Yes - you know, cereal, toast, mixed grill ... 

Boy Blue  No lamb I hope! 

Bo Peep  .. pots of tea ... 

Wolf  Tea?  Have you ever heard of a Wolf drinking tea in the morning? 

Bo Peep  Well, maybe not tea then. 

Wolf  Certainly not - I always drink coffee. 

Bo Peep  Oh really?  Well anyway, you can hardly be hungry after all that. 

Wolf  Look, stop trying to be logical will you!  A Wolf's got to do what a 
Wolf's got to do - particularly in nursery rhymes. 

Boy Blue  So what are you going to do? 

Wolf  Make sure you move out by frightening you away. 

Boy Blue  Well, go on then. 

Wolf  Go on what? 

Bo Peep  Try frightening us. 

Wolf  But, you're supposed to be frightened just by seeing me. 
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Boy Blue  Well we're not, are we Bo Peep?  So you'd better think of 
something else. 

Song 15  Bo Peep, Boy Blue and Wolf 

(The Three Little Pigs enter for the song) 

Wolf  So, you're not afraid of me, eh?  We'll see about that.  (He grabs 
one of the pigs, who squeals - the other two run off) 

Boy Blue  Now Mr Wolf, don't do anything you'd regret. 

Bo Peep  Remember this is a family show. 

Wolf  Good - well we can add bacon to tomorrow's family breakfast.  And 
if you've not moved out by then, I'll come back for more!  (He starts to 
exit UL with the pig) 

 (Enter UL Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary and the Widow, in the nick of time - the 
Wolf is surrounded) 

Jack  Oh no you don't, Mr Wolf.  We've caught you in the act this time. 

Tom  You can let go of the pig and come quietly. 

Wolf  Curses, I'm trapped!  There's no way out.  (He releases the pig, who 
runs to Tom) 

Jill  You've got a lot of explaining to do. 

Wolf  Oh, I can explain everything ... 

Widow  Everything? 

(Violin lament plays over next speech) 

Wolf  Oh yes.  You see, I had an unhappy cubhood.  My mother and 
father threw me out of the den when I was very young, and I had to 
prowl the streets looking for scraps to keep me alive.  Then I saw this 
advertisement for a Pantomime wolf in Red Riding Hood, and suddenly 
I found myself in show business. 

Jack  You're trying to tell us this is all just an act? 

Wolf  I do my best to make it look real. 

Mary  So does that mean Lamb is safe? 

Wolf  How could I hurt a dear little defenceless creature like that? 



Page 44 

Humpty Dumpty © 1992 JOS 

Bo Peep  I'm not sure I believe this! 

Boy Blue  Where is she? 

Wolf  In my lair, snuggled up on a nice warm rug. 

Widow  Oh look at him - butter wouldn't melt in his mouth! 

Jill  No, but pork chops might have done if we hadn't got here. 

Tom  I wouldn't trust him further than I can throw him. 

Jack  (Looking around)  Why are you all packed up? 

Bo Peep  We were just getting ready to move out. 

Jack  Move out?  What for? 

Boy Blue  Miss Muffet told us she had the Deeds and ... 

Jack  Miss Muffet may think she has the Deeds, but she's going to be in 
for a bit of a shock soon. 

Bo Peep  You mean she hasn't got the Deeds? 

Jill  Not according to Humpty Dumpty. 

Widow  And he should know - he's in charge. 

Tom  But he thinks the Muffet mob will have another go at the Wall. 

Bo Peep  Is that likely? 

Jack  (To audience)  Just watch the next scene and find out!  Meanwhile 
we'll go and warn the King. 

 (‘Dum-de-dum-dum’ from keyboard.  The curtain closes on them for the 
next scene to start front of tabs) 

 

Act II  Scene 2a  By Miss Muffet's Parlour  (Front of Tabs) 

(Enter cautiously SL Georgie Porgie and Wee Willie Winkie) 

Georgie P  She's not here. 

Willie W  Probably sulking in her boudoir. 

Georgie P  Well this should cheer her up  (indicates the Deeds). 

Willie W  D'you think we should give it to her? 
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Georgie P  What else are you thinking of doing with it? 

Willie W  We could try selling it to her. 

Georgie P  Selling?  She'd have our guts for garters first! 

Willie W  Look at it this way - who got attacked by the wall while she 
was chatting up the egg? 

Georgie P  We did. 

Willie W  Right, and who stood their ground in the face of a ginormous 
eight-legged man-eating monster while she ran off? 

Georgie P  We did. 

Willie W  And who then faced up to an oversize egg that was sitting 
strategically poised high above us on the wall ... 

Georgie P  ... and could have decimated us instantly with weapons of 
mass destruction - if he'd had any ... 

Willie W  ... while she was a million miles away and heading for home at 
lightning speed. 

Georgie P  We did. 

Willie W  Correct. So why should we just hand it over to her for nothing? 

Georgie P  Because she pays our wages. 

Willie W  Well, we'll ask for a bonus then.  The balance of power has 
shifted - we are our own men now. 

Georgie P  But still abiding by Muffetite principles. 

Willie W  Of course. 

Georgie P  Well we can try. 

(Enter SL Miss Muffet - she hears the last statement) 

Miss Muffet  Try what? 

Georgie P  Oh, hello M, there you are. 

Miss Muffet  Yes, here I am.  Did you manage to get the Deeds after I'd 
drawn that monstrous animal away from you. 

Georgie P  Eh? 
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Miss Muffet  Left the way clear for you to deal with the egg undisturbed. 

Willie W  Now just a minute, M.  Be honest, you were scared silly. 

Miss Muffet  Well I acted the part well, I agree - otherwise he wouldn't 
have chased me. 

Georgie P  Acted?  If that was acting you deserve an Oscar. 

Willie W  With Rogers and Hammerstein thrown in. 

Miss Muffet  Flattery will get you nowhere - where's the Deeds? 

Willie W  That's what we want to talk about. 

Miss Muffet  You did get the Deeds? 

Georgie P  Oh yes, M, we got them - they're ... 

Willie W  (Grabs them from Georgie)  ... open for negotiation. 

Miss Muffet  What!? 

Georgie P  Well, it's like this, M ... 

Willie W  What are they worth to you? 

Miss Muffet  Worth?  Are you idiots trying to bargain with me? 

Willie W  Possession is nine points of the law. 

Miss Muffet  What does that mean? 

Willie W  I've no idea! 

Miss Muffet  Then stop playing silly games and give it to me. 

Willie W  Oh, all right then.  But I hope you'll remember this at our next 
appraisal.  (He hands the Deeds over to M) 

Miss Muffet  We'll see.  It all depends on ... what's this? 

Georgie P  What's what? 

Miss Muffet  Is this some schoolboy joke of yours?  Because if it is, I 
don't think it's very funny! 

Willie W  It's no joke, M, honest.  It's the Deeds you wanted - isn't it?. 

Georgie P  The Deeds to the farm, remember. 

Miss Muffet  Did you read this before you took it? 
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Willie W  Oh yes - it was full of long words, like - notwithstanding ... 

Georgie P  ... and aforementioned ... 

Miss Muffet  And tuffet?  And spider?  They're about the longest words I 
can find here.  Look, you idiot!  (She hands it back to Willie) 

Willie W  (Reading)  "Little Miss Muffet, she sat on a tuffet, eating her 
curds and whey ..." 

Georgie P  "... There came a big spider and sat down beside her, and 
frightened Miss Muffet away".  Ooh-er! 

Miss Muffet  (Snatches it back)  All right - which one of you wrote it?  I 
can have you up for discrimination you know - discrimination against 
spider haters.  The law can be very severe on discriminators. 

Georgie P  Please Miss, we didn't write it! 

Willie W  We're not discriminals, honest! 

Miss Muffet  I've never been so insulted in all my life.  And you were 
asking me to pay for this. 

Georgie P  Ah well, under the circumstances ... 

Willie W  ... we'll waive the fee this time. 

Miss Muffet  I'll wave you!  I've never known such incompetence.  I'm 
obviously going to have to see to the job myself. 

Georgie P  Are we going back to the wall then? 

Miss Muffet  We are going back to the wall, yes.  But this time we will 
be properly equipped. 

Willie W  Equipped?  What with? 

Miss Muffet  You'll find out when we get there.  I'm not having you mess 
things up again.  Be back here in half an hour, and don't dare be late.  
(She screws the 'Deeds' up, throws them to the ground and exits SL) 

Georgie P  (Picking the 'Deeds' up and unscrewing them)  It didn't say 
that when we took it from the wall. 

Willie W  It must have done - we must have been reading the instructions 
on the back. 
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Georgie P  (Turning the paper over)  No, there's nothing on the back - 
look.  (Hands it to Willie W) 

Willie W  (Shakes his head in disbelief)  I think I could do with a drink. 

Georgie P  There's no pub in Nursery Rhyme Land.  It'll have to be water 
from the well. 

Willie W  Oh well! 

Both  (Singing as they exit SL, low in spirits) 
There's nothing so woeful, wretched and drear, 
Than to live all your life in a land with no beer! 

 

Act II  Scene 2b  In the Royal Palace  (Half Set) 

 (King Cole is sitting peacefully on his throne again - but not for long!  
The Duke of York enters SL - he is agitated and waves a piece of paper) 

Duke  What is the meaning of this, may I ask? 

King  (Startled from his day-dreaming)  Eh?  What's what, Yorkie? 

Duke  And don't call me Yorkie - makes me sound like a small dog. 

King  Or a large bar of chocolate. 

Duke  Either way it's not very flattering. 

King  Well don't take it to heart.  What's the problem? 

Duke  This Royal edict is the problem.  It says my command is to be 
disbanded and redeployed. 

King  Ah yes - defence budget cuts and all that, y'know. 

Duke  But who will guard the Wall?  There's no-one else left to defend it. 

King  Defend it from whom?  Who's likely to be attacking us?  We live in 
a time of unparalleled peace and reconciliation - and your detachment 
costs us an arm and a leg. 

Duke  Insurrection could hit us at any time.  Here you have a regiment of 
razor-sharp troops, honed to instant readiness through a tough regime of 
commando training - and you want to use them as local litter collectors! 

King  Well I feel the realm has been looking a bit untidy recently ... 
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Duke  It'll look more than untidy if the Muffet mob go on a spree. 

King  I'll hear nothing said against Miss Muffet - she pays her taxes 
regularly and keeps herself to herself. 

Duke  She keeps a lot of other things to herself too, if what I hear is true. 

King  Pure hearsay and speculation, Yorkie.  Rumour and slander against 
the good character of a charming young lady.  You've only to read her 
nursery rhyme ... 

Duke  You'll be telling me you believe cows can jump over the moon next. 

(Puss enters SL, looking agitated)  Hello, Puss looks a bit agitated. 

(Puss goes and whispers in the King's ear) 

King  The visitors are back here again apparently, and with a deputation.  
Better show them in, Puss.  (Puss exits) 

Duke  Deputations sound like the start of trouble to me.  You may be glad 
of my men yet. 

King  My men, actually. 

Duke  Pardon? 

King  While they're still under orders, they're the King's horses and King's 
men, remember. 

Duke  Well, I like that . . . 

(Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Widow, Bo Peep & Boy Blue enter, followed by Puss) 

Jack  Your majesty, we have urgent need of your help. 

King  What again?  Didn't Humpty Dumpty find the Wolf for you? 

Jill  Oh we've sorted the Wolf out alright - it's the Muffet mob that's 
causing problems now. 

Duke  (Coughs significantly, and looks at the King) 

King  Miss Muffet - causing problems?  I find that hard to believe. 

Tom  She's out to raid the records held in the Wall. 

Mary  She'll stop at nothing. 

Bo Peep  We think Humpty Dumpty is in serious danger. 
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Boy Blue  That's why we need your help, sire. 

King  Well, even if what you say is true - and I'm not saying for a moment 
that I believe you - how can I help you? 

Widow  Call out your horses of course, you silly old King! 

King  Madam! 

Jack  Mother, tact and diplomacy! 

Widow  Oh I never was any good at board games. 

Duke  (To Jack)  What is the - er - nature of this danger, in your opinion. 

Jack  Grenades, bazookas, Cruise missiles - whatever she can get her 
hands on, I should think. 

King  Oh come now - do you seriously expect me to believe this? 

Jack  Well, maybe not the missiles yet. 

Duke  Can you afford to ignore this intelligence though, (sarcastically) 
Sire.  What if it were true? 

King  But she's always seemed such a sweet girl. 

Duke  How about an exploratory sortie by my men - your men - to the 
Wall and back, just in case.  A sort of final proud outing, so to speak, 
before we all become professional Wombles.  You can suspend the 
order to disband until tomorrow, can't you? 

King  All right, all right.  But if I find you've concocted this alarm just to 
carry on playing at soldiers, I'll cancel your flying lessons. 

Jack  It's no false alarm sire, I'm sure of that. 

Tom  But we'd better be quick, or it might be too late. 

Duke  Right, to horse!  (To our heroes)  You can ride, can't you? 

Widow  The rest of you can ride - I'll just stay here and wait for the scene 
to change! 

Duke  Very wise madam.  Right, the rest of you follow me. 

 (All except the King and the Widow step to the front as the curtains 
close behind them) 

Song 16  Duke, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Bo Peep, Boy Blue 
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 (All the King's Horses and all the King's Men enter DL & DR to join in.  
Everyone marches off through the auditorium at the end.) 

 

Act II  Scene 3  At The Wall  (Full Set) 

 (The scene opens with Humpty Dumpty sitting on the wall telling stories 
to Sunday, Monday, etc, who are sitting on the ground in front of him) 

Humpty   ... to give her poor doggie a bone, 
But when she got there, the cupboard was bare, 
And so the poor doggie had none. 

Monday  Sounds like our house. 

Tuesday  We haven't got a dog. 

Monday  No, but the cupboard's always bare all the same. 

Wednesday  Tell us another one, Mr Humpty. 

Song 17  Humpty and the Children - Medley of Nursery Rhyme songs 

Thursday  How many nursery rhymes do you know? 

Humpty  I know all the nursery rhymes that have ever been invented - 
even the ones that have been forgotten in the outside world. 

Friday  Is that hundreds of thousands? 

Humpty  Oh millions. 

Saturday  Millions?  Are they all in your head? 

Humpty  Yes, I know them every one of them by heart. 

Sunday  What happens when you die?  Will they all get forgotten? 

Humpty  We don't die in Nursery Rhyme Land.  So long as the magic 
stays in the Wall, we will always be here - for boys and girls to enjoy for 
ever. 

(Enter the Widow from SR) 

Widow  Now then, I hope you've all been good while I've been away.  
Have they been good, Mr Humpty? 

Humpty  They've been on their best behaviour Widow Welly. 
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Widow  Well that's a miracle. 

Monday  He's been telling us lots and lots of nursery rhymes ... 

Tuesday  All from his head ... 

Wednesday  He says he knows millions! 

Widow  Does he now - well I hope you're not going to expect me to 
remember them all at bedtime from now on. 

Thursday  Where are all the others? 

Widow  Oh, they'll be riding along in a minute I expect - I took a short 
cut. 

Humpty  I hope they won't be too long.  I rather fear we shall be receiving 
some other less welcome visitors soon.  Perhaps you'd be well advised to 
move the children away - further along the wall (he indicates SR). 

Friday  More visitors?  Who's that? 

Widow  No-one you'd be interested in, Friday.  Come on, let's go this way. 

Saturday  Why wouldn't we be interested in them? 

Widow  (Trying to get them moving)  You just wouldn't, that's all. 

Sunday  I bet we would - why can't we stay? 

Widow  Because I say so - just move!  I see you stop being on your best 
behaviour as soon as I get back. 

(They exit SR.  Humpty is left on his own) 

Humpty  (To the audience)  It's good to have an enthusiastic audience 
once in a while, don't you think?  It can get a bit boring reciting nursery 
rhymes to yourself eternally. 

(As he carries on speaking, the Muffet mob poke their heads out from SL) 

 Do you know how long it takes me to go through them all?  (Listens - 
the audience are hopefully shouting "Look out", etc) 

 How long?  No, much longer than that.  Beg your pardon?  How many 
years?  (etc) 

(Suddenly the Muffet mob spring from the wings) 

Miss Muffet  Right egg, we're back again. 
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Georgie P  And this time it won't be in vain. 

Willie W  We've come prepared, we're playing rough. 

Miss Muffet  Come on lads, let's get the stuff! 

(At this point they lower a ball and chain) 

Miss Muffet  This is your last chance, egg.  Either give us the proper 
Deeds to the farm, or we'll smash the wall and grab them! 

Humpty  Have you ever driven one of those things before? 

Georgie P  Oh it's easy-peasy - just like table skittles, only bigger. 

Willie W  Yes, watch! 

 (Willie pulls the ball back and lets it swing towards the wall - it misses, 
but nearly hits Humpty.  On the way back it just misses Miss Muffet) 

Miss Muffet  Here, watch it!  It's not me you're trying to hit! 

Humpty  Strike one. 

Georgie P  That's no good - let me have a go. 

 (Georgie tries the same thing, but forgets to let go.  He comes to a 
skidding halt in front of the wall) 

Willie W  You're supposed to let go you know. 

Humpty  Strike two. 

Miss Muffet  You're both incompetent - here, give it to me. 

(She takes the ball and pulls it back, then counts) 

Miss Muffet  One - two - three . . . 

 (As she lets go, the cavalry arrives SL.  The ball misses the wall, misses 
Humpty, and comes back to skittle the cavalry and the Muffet mob.  The 
Duke of York is bringing up the rear, and catches the ball with some 
difficulty) 

Duke  Ooof! 

(Enter Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Bo Peep, Boy Blue and Puss) 

Jack  There they are - catch them before they run away again! 
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 (There is general mayhem as everyone tries to get up and grab the 
baddies.  The Duke is in some pain, and goes to lean against the Wall) 

Miss Muffet  (Getting up)  Come on lads, run for it! 

 (As the baddies try to get away, the Duke tries to draw his sword - his 
right arm flies up holding his sword, which knocks Humpty off the 
Wall!!) 

Humpty  Look out!! 

 (Humpty crashes to the ground, hidden from the audience by the rest of 
the cast.  The Widow and children dash on from DR, and the rest of the 
Chorus from UR) 

Widow  Oh my goodness, I knew there'd be tears before bedtime! 

Monday  All the King's horses and all the King's men ... 

Tuesday  Better put Humpty together again! 

(The curtain closes with everyone frozen to the spot in horror!) 

 

Act II  Scene 4  Repairing Humpty  (Front of Tabs) 

 (The Duke of York comes onto the stage with a pile of large jigsaw 
puzzle pieces - it represents the broken parts of Humpty Dumpty) 

Duke  Oh dear!  I seem to have done a silly thing!!. I should have been 
more careful, shouldn't I.  What are we going to do now? 

(Audience reaction) 

 All the King's men tried putting him together again, but it didn't work.  
It's not the sort of thing they've been trained to do.  Can you help me?  
Look, these are the bits we have to put together. 

 (He shows them the pieces.  He also has a board on stage to fit the 
pieces onto.  The completed picture is of Humpty Dumpty.) 

 (He holds up each piece in turn, and invites a different member of the 
audience to come up and help him put it in the right place on the board.  
The Widow (DSR) and Miss Muffet (DSL) can also come out to 
encourage and discourage the activity respectively) 
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 (Finally, when the puzzle has been completed, the three of them lead the 
audience in a community song) 

Song 18  Duke of York, Widow, Miss Muffet 

(At end all Exit) 

 

Act II  Scene 5  At The Wall  (Full Set) 

 (Humpty Dumpty is back on the Wall in his original position, looking a 
little dazed) 

Humpty  What happened?  Where's everyone gone?  One minute there 
was an invasion, and the next I'm here on my own.  I don't understand it. 

 (Enter SL Jack, Jill, Tom and Mary - with flowers, baskets of fruit, get-
well cards, etc) 

Jack  How are you feeling now, Humpty? 

Jill  You look a lot better. 

Humpty  Better?  Have I been ill? 

Tom  You had a bit of a - breakdown, but you're alright now. 

Mary  We've brought you some get-well presents. 

Humpty  That's very kind of you.  A breakdown you say? 

Jack  Well, more of a break-up actually. 

Jill  We think we found all the pieces.  (Humpty looks even more puzzled) 

Mary  Jack and Jill are going to stay and help us run the farm.  (She 
moves close to Jack) 

Jill  And Tom will help us.  (She moves close to Tom) 

Mary  But we still haven't found Lamb! 

(Enter SR Bo Peep and Boy Blue with Lamb and the Wolf) 

Bo Peep  Here she is, safe and sound, but not quite as clean as usual. 

Mary  Oh lamb!  (She rushes up to Lamb and cuddles it) 

Boy Blue  The Wolf took us to his lair and showed us where she was. 
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Jack  (To Wolf)  So you're a reformed character then. 

Wolf  Till the next pantomime, yes! 

Song 19  Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Bo Peep, Boy Blue, Wolf 

Mary  Come on lamb, let's get you cleaned up. 

(All except Humpty exit DL) 

Humpty  What did they mean - found all the pieces? 

(Enter SL the Duke of York) 

Duke  Ah, all in one piece again I see - nothing missing.  Good egg!  
Clumsy of me, I know - sorry and all that - still, all's well that ends well. 

Humpty  (Dubiously)  Thank you. 

Duke  So you're going to have to change the rhyme now, aren't you. 

Humpty  Rhyme?  Which rhyme? 

Duke  Your rhyme - the one that ends, "Couldn't put Humpty together 
again".  We did! 

(Enter SL the King and Queen with a few of the King's men) 

King  What's this I hear?  Humpty fallen off the wall, and it was all your 
fault. 

Queen  You always were a clumsy boy. 

Duke  But ... 

King  Now you see why I wanted to disband your regiment. 

Duke  But ... 

Queen  Litter collecting is about all you're capable of. 

Duke  But - (points to Humpty) - he's all right now.  And we sorted the 
Muffet mob out too - look! 

(Enter SR other King's men escorting Miss Muffet, Georgie and Willie) 

King  Oh, well - I see.  That's different. 

Queen  Oh Miss Muffet, and you two boys - what a disappointment 
you've been to us all! 
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King  If you can't behave yourselves, I'll have to banish you from Nursery 
Rhyme Land. 

Humpty  (Suddenly coming to his senses)  No, no - you can't do that!  We 
can't have nursery rhymes disappearing just like that.  Think of all the 
books which would have to be re-written! 

King  Well we can't have this sort of thing going on - what do you 
suggest? 

Humpty  Well the boys could be put to work on the farm with the others. 

Queen  And I know who would keep Miss Muffet in order. 

Miss Muffet  No, no, not - not the ... 

Queen  Yes, yes - the Spider! 

(The Spider appears) 

Miss Muffet  I'll be good, honestly I will. 

King  No more plotting and pillaging. 

Miss Muffet  None. 

Queen  You'll just sit on your tuffet like it says in your rhyme? 

Miss Muffet  Yes, yes. 

Humpty  And the Spider will be watching you to make sure you do. 

Queen  Well that's about that then - perhaps you'd all like to come back to 
the Palace for some jam tarts. 

King  Tarts!  Er - I think I've just remembered an urgent meeting I was 
supposed to be attending.  You coming Yorkie? 

Duke  Yes, I've just remembered it too. 

(They start to exit SL, but the Queen calls them back) 

Queen  Oh no you don't - I'll not have my tarts going to waste. 

(Enter SR the Widow, children and rest of Chorus) 

Widow  Did somebody mention food? 

King  You could call it that. 

Queen  Arthur! 
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King  Sorry dear! 

Widow  (To King)  I hear you've offered me accommodation down on the 
farm. 

King  Yes, Puss reminded me of the ogre's shoe left over from a previous 
pantomime.  I hope you'll find it comfortable for you and your family. 

Widow  Oh we will - the old one was starting to be a tight fit. 

King  In that case, I welcome you as new subjects to our happy land. 

Song 20  All 

 (As the song progresses, principals except Humpty and Children exit 
ready for the walkdown) 

 (Humpty climbs down from his wall and comes forward to join the 
Children in a line at front of stage) 

Humpty   And now it's nearly time to go, 
I hope you've all enjoyed the show... 

Monday   And if you did, 

Tuesday   Come back... 

Wednesday Right here... 

Thursday To see... 

Friday What tale... 

Saturday We tell... 

Sunday Next year! 

Song 21  The Walkdown 

(Walkdown of principals) 

 

 

*** END OF HUMPTY DUMPTY *** 
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Songs in Original Production 

I 1 1. Chorus - Opening number (we used a country dance) 

  2. Juniors - "If you knew Susie (shoeses)" † 

  3. Jack & Widow + Jill - "There's a hole in my bucket" 

  4. Jack, Jill & Tom - "Goodbye-ee" 

 2a 5. March - "The Grand Old Duke of York" 

 2b 6. Miss Muffet - "Little Miss Muffet" 

  7. Miss Muffet, Georgie & Willie - "We run them in (Kick them out)" 
† 

 3 8 Chorus - "How're you going to keep them down on the farm" 

  9. Mary & Lamb - "There'll Never Be Another You (Ewe)" 

  10. Jack, Jill, Widow, Tom & Mary - "Waiting at the Church (Left 
me in the Lurch)" † 

 4a 11. Jack, Jill, Widow, Tom & Mary - "Liberty Bell" (Monty Python tune) † 

 5 12. Chorus - "The Grand Old Duke of York" 

  13. Humpty, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Widow + children - "Over There" † 

*** INTERVAL *** 

II 1 14. Chorus, Bo Peep & Boy Blue - Opening number (we used a folk song)  

  15. Bo Peep, Boy Blue & Wolf - "Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?" † 

 2b 16. Duke, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Bo Peep & Boy Blue - "Grand Old 
Duke of York" (reprise)  

 3 17. Humpty and the children - Medley of Nursery Rhyme songs: 
Oranges & Lemons, Here we go round the Mulberry Bush, 
Lavender's Blue, Ring a Roses, etc.  

 4 18. Duke, Widow, Miss Muffet - "Humpty Dumpty Sat On a Wall" 
(Community Song)  

 5 19. Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Wolf, Bo Peep, Boy Blue - "He's a Tramp 
(Wolf), but we love him" † 

  20. King & All on stage - "Consider Yourself" 

  21. Walkdown - Reprise of previous numbers 

† Special words written - see following pages 
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Special Words for original songs  

I.1 2. Chorus - "If you knew Susie (shoesies)" 

 If you knew shoesies like we know shoesies, 
Oh, oh, oh what a swirl! 
There's none so smelly as this old welly, 
Oh, oh, pongs just like my local Deli - 
In the pantry down at the heel 
Rats and rodents make themselves an evening meal, 
If you knew shoesies like we know shoesies, 
Oh, oh what a swirl. 

 If you knew shoesies like we know shoesies, 
Oh, oh, oh what a whirl, 
Packed in like tuna, we think we'd sooner 
Blast off in a shuttle to the moon - her 
Master bedroom's up in the toe, 
There's no headroom, she's bent double don't you know, 
If you knew shoesies like I know shoeses, 
Oh, oh what a whirl. 

 

I 2b 7.  Miss Muffet, Georgie & Willie - "We run them in (Kick 
Them Out)" 

 Down at Bo Peep's old-fashioned country farm 
Where the ducks and geese all play 
We're going to muscle in with our strong arm 
And make the folk all go away, 
And when they plead with us to let them stay 
And earn an honest bob that way - 
We kick them out (we kick them out) 
We kick them out (we kick them out) 
We show them who's to hold this farm, 
We kick them out (we kick them out) 
We kick them out (we kick them out) 
We show them who's to hold this farm. 
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I 3 10.  Widow + Jack, Jill, Tom & Mary - [Tune of "Waiting 
at the Church"] 

Widow I'm in a nice bit of trouble I confess, 
Somebody with me has had a game, 
I am the one they are all supposed to bless, 
But instead I'm the one they choose to blame, 
I was supposed to be setting out a meal, 
In a very ordinary way, 
Put the plates and benches out so they could all sit down, 
'Cause I knew they couldn't stand it anyway - so 

 There was I waiting on my perch, 
Waiting on my perch, waiting on my perch, 
When I found they'd left me in the lurch, 
Oh how it did upset me! 
All at once, I saw a little note, 
Tatty little note, this is what they wrote, 
Can't get away to eat with you today, 
Stage life won't let me. 

 I must be honest, the food was not so hot, 
All my meagre wages will endure, 
Scrag end of lamb boiled with dumplings in a pot, 
And for sweet just a dab of confiture, 
I'd slaved for ho-urs to put this banquet on 
In a mother's well-established way, 
Sweated over boiling pots and pans all afternoon, 
And then discovered when I stopped to say - "Supper!" 

 There was I ... 



Page 62 

Humpty Dumpty © 1992 JOS 

I 4a 11.  Jack, Jill, Widow, Tom & Mary + Chorus - "Liberty Bell" 

 The King is having a problem here 
Within his Magic Wall, 
We're here to give him assistance and 
Prevent old Humpty's fall, 
To stop Miss Muffet from stealing all the 
Best things in the land, 
If you're a Brownie, you'll know the motto, 
We're here to Lend a Hand! 

 We're going to follow Puss, he'll lead us through 
We're all in a dreadful hurry, that's quite true, 
You might be thinking that therefore 
We've not got time for a song, 
But this is only Panto, 
So you're quite wrong! 

I 5 13.  Humpty, Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Widow + children & 
Chorus - "Over There" 

 Over there, over there, 
Over there, over there, over there - 
Well, the panto's coming, and things are humming, 
So Muffet mob, you'd best beware - 

 Over there, over there, 
Over there, over there, over there - 
When we find them we'll tie and bind them, 
And we won't come back till we've finished over there. 

II 5 19.  Jack, Jill, Tom, Mary, Wolf, Bo Peep, Boy Blue - "He's a 
Tramp (Wolf), but we love him" 

 He's a Wolf, but we love him, 
He's a Wolf, but he can stay, 
Though he's a Wolf, he's a good'un, 
And we wish that he would keep it that way! 

 He's a Wolf with bad habits, 
Grabs a new prey every day, 
He's a Wolf, but we love him 
And we wish that we could travel his way. 



 

 

Producer's Notes 

This pantomime uses three different full set scenes, separated by 
half set or front of curtain scenes to allow for backstage activity.  
We built the wall as a permanent fixture along the back of the 
stage, wired up with special effects, and dropped backcloths in 
front of it for other scenes 

Directions given are those used in the original production, but use 
your imagination according to the facilities available to you.  How 
easily you can get Humpty to move depends on the flexibility and 
size of his (or her) costume.  Our egg consisted mainly of foam 
rubber with holes cut for eyes and mouth.  You may consider 
amplifying the voice if the actor has difficulty in being heard. 

A list of songs used in the original production is included for your 
guidance, but feel free to adapt or adopt your own as required.  
We used a couple of folk song & dance numbers to give a rural 
feel at the start of the two acts. 

The concept of the Community Song is where the audience is 
invited to come up on the stage to help out, and some sort of 
raucous competition ensues between those brave enough to come 
up and those left sitting in the auditorium.  ("Invited" is perhaps a 
little inaccurate on occasions, when members of the cast go down 
in search of friends and other victims!).  We used painted 
polystyrene tiles for our jig-saw puzzle of Humpty, with ‘velcro’ 
tabs on the back so that children from the audience could easily 
fix them to a board on stage.  The positioning of this event just 
before the final scene also gives people not involved plenty of 
time to change into their finery for the Walkdown. 

So good luck with your show.  Put in local variations as you wish, 
and if you think you can improve on the verse then do that too!  
Have fun – otherwise, why do it?  
 
 
PS  I’m very happy for you to video your production – in fact I 
would recommend it.  We have found that to show an early dress 
rehearsal to cast and crew in place of a straight rehearsal can be 
time well spent. 
 



 

 

Pantomimes & Plays by John Owen Smith 

Full length pantomimes (2 acts) with one interval: 

• Aladdin  The pantomime with the flying palace – 15 speaking parts 
+ chorus 

• Ali Baba  Scheherazade introduces her very last Arabian Night’s 
tale – 18 speaking parts + chorus 

• Cinderella  Baron Hardup’s household as tradition tells it – with 
immortal lines – 14 speaking parts + chorus 

• Dick Whittington  and his cat – the tale as recorded by Fred 
Chaucer – 16 speaking parts + chorus 

• Humpty Dumpty  The Muffet Mob’s on the loose – can old 
egghead save the day? – 16 speaking parts + 7 children speaking + 
chorus 

• Jack and the Beanstalk  Witch Whey’s wicked wheeze won’t work 
– will it? – 17 speaking parts + chorus 

• Nutcracker  The script Tchaikovsky might have set to music, if he’d 
known – 15 speaking parts + chorus 

• Puss in Boots  That talking cat gets everywhere – and gets his just 
desserts! – 15 speaking parts + chorus 

• Little Red Riding Hood  There could be a fete worse than death – 
ask the Wolf! – 16 speaking parts + chorus 

• Robin Hood  A cricket match in Sherwood Forest?  There’s Nun 
Better to play – 15 speaking parts + chorus 

• Sleeping Beauty  The show with an interval of a hundred years! – 
11 speaking parts + chorus 

• Snow White and the 7 Dwarfs  The mirror’s off the wall in more 
ways than one! – 18 speaking parts + chorus 

Mini Pantomimes (in verse): approx 15-20 mins run time 

• Cinderelder  Prince Charming gets a bit fed up with Cinderella after 
20 years! – 9 speaking parts 

• Bleeding Moody  Can you imagine the Sleeping Beauty as a 
teenager of today? – 6 speaking parts 

Full length plays (2 acts) with one interval: 

• Flora’s Heatherley  An historical play based on Flora Thompson’s 
time in Grayshott 1898–1901 – 20 speaking parts 

• Flora’s Peverel  An historical play based on Flora Thompson’s time 
in Liphook 1916–1928 – 25 speaking parts 

• The Broomsquire  Adapted from the novel by Sabine Baring-Gould 
– 20 speaking parts (can be performed by 10 people) 

• MacHamlet  A Shakespearean comedy – 21 speaking parts  
• Bard Again!  MacHamlet takes to foreign parts – 21 speaking parts  
• MacHamlet Goes West!  and meets a Tempest – 23 speaking parts  




