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Circular Walk 1 – Guildford & Compton 
Visiting: The River Wey, the North Downs Way, Compton,  

the Watts Cemetery Chapel & Gallery and the end of the Hog’s Back  
Distance approximately 7¾ miles/12.5km 

The walk starts and ends at Guildford Station; 
refreshment at The Harrow, Compton.  

 

 
 

1 From the down line entrance of the station (nearest the town) turn left, then 
shortly turn right down steps to the River Wey (next to a pedestrian bridge 
over the river).  Turn right (upstream) and follow the towpath.  Pass under a 
road bridge.  Note a metal sculpture of a boatman throwing a rope from a 
wharf on the other side of the river.  Just after crossing the pedestrianised 
approach to another bridge into town, turn left in front of the White House 
pub to return to the riverside.  Note the sculpture of Alice, her sister and the 
White Rabbit on the grass, celebrating Guildford’s connection with Lewis 
Carroll.  Cross a metal footbridge to arrive at Millmead Lock.  The river is 
navigable up to Godalming.  Keep following the river path upstream for 
another three-quarters of a mile.   

2 Just before another footbridge over the river, take a path to the right sign-
posted North Downs Way.  This goes up Ferry Lane to cross the railway line 
at a point between two tunnels.  St Catherine’s Hill is to your left.  At a road 
junction, turn right then left along Sandy Lane opposite Ye Olde Ship Inn.  In 
a couple of hundred yards, turn right along a bridle path following the North 
Downs Way.  Continue along this as it rises gently uphill with the Hog’s 
Back ridge to your right. 



Walk 1 

10 

3 After passing through Piccard’s Farm, the track (here a farm road) turns sharp 
left.  Here you have an option: either take the footpath on the right to 
continue along the North Downs Way, or take the bridleway later on the right 
to go along the route of the Pilgrims’ Way – the latter is more shady on a hot 
day.  The routes join in about half a mile, and the going can be very sandy 
underfoot in places.   

 

 
Going west along the North Downs Way 

 
4 At a crossing of tracks (you will revisit this on your return journey, see Point 

8 below), turn left down a sunken lane (which can get overgrown in summer) 
eventually arriving at a road (Polsted Lane) which you follow into Compton 
village.  Turn right along the road through the village to The Harrow pub.   

5 From the pub, continue along the road through the village, passing St 
Nicholas church (worth a visit) on your left.  

The Pilgrims’ Way is the historic route supposed to have been taken by 
pilgrims travelling from Winchester to the shrine of Thomas Becket at 
Canterbury. 

St Nicholas Church, Compton contains one of the oldest surviving 
carved Norman screens in the country. 

Watts Gallery was first opened to the public on 1 April 1904.  Devoted 
to the art of G F Watts, it is an early example of an Arts & Crafts 
building and one of the first to be built in solid concrete. 

The Cemetery Chapel, also completed in 1904, was designed by Mary 
Watts.  She encouraged all from the village of Compton, whatever their 
social status, to learn how to model clay and make tiles to decorate the 
Chapel. 
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6 At the end of the village, turn right along 
Down Lane signposted to Watts Gallery.  
Take care here as there is no pavement.  On 
your right shortly is the Watts Cemetery 
Chapel (open to visitors) designed by Mary 
Watts and further along the lane is the Watts 
Gallery itself, which came second in the 
national final of BBC’s Restoration Village 
in 2006.   

7 Turn right by the Watts Gallery along the 
North Downs Way.  Follow this to the cross-
ing of tracks again (Point 4 above).   

8 You may of course return to Guildford from 
here using the route by which you came – 
but for an alternative with views over 
Guildford from high ground, turn left and 
follow the path which soon rises steeply to 
meet a road.  There are views back to 
Compton from here. 

Watts Cemetery Chapel 

9 Turn right, pass the gates to Compton Heights estate near to the A31 Hog’s 
Back main road, and turn right through a metal barrier and along a wide track 
following the ridgeway into Guildford.  The track is lined with woodland 
which prevents you from seeing views on either side of the ridge unless you 
go through it – in particular, there are good views over the cathedral from 
open land to the left of the track.  

 

 
Guildford Cathedral from the ridgeway 
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10 Past the Henley Fort Outdoor Education Centre the track becomes a surfaced 
road.  Keep following this downhill towards the centre of Guildford, turning 
left eventually to return to the railway station.  
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Guildford was made a diocese in 1927 and the foundation stone of the 
Cathedral was laid in 1936, but its building was interrupted by the 
Second World War.  It was finally consecrated on 17th May 1961. 

Henley Fort was the most westerly in a 17 mile chain of 19th century 
earthworks known as the London Defence Positions which would have 
formed a secondary line of defence if the French passed the defences 
on the South coast. 

The London to Portsmouth shutter telegraph chain was replaced by a 
chain of semaphore stations which was operational from 1822 to 1847.   
The semaphore tower on Pewley Hill was one of these. 

The River Wey was made navigable from Weybridge to Guildford by an 
Act of 1651, with work completed in 1653.  In 1760, another Act 
authorised taking navigation further upstream to Godalming. Work on 
this was completed in 1764 

The Wey and Arun Canal ran through 26 locks from the River Wey at 
Shalford to the River Arun at Pallingham.  It was officially abandoned in 
1871.  Since 1970, active restoration has resulted in several miles of 
the waterway being restored to navigable standard. Work is continuing, 
with the ultimate aim of re-opening the entire canal to navigation. 

Chilworth Gunpowder works was established in 1625 by the East India 
Company and finally closed in 1920. It was an important supplier of 
gunpowder to the Government. A significant number of buildings from 
the works can still be found – see the interpretation board at the site for 
details. 
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