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Circular Walk 4 – Milford station & Hydon’s Ball 
Visiting: Tuesley, Busbridge Lakes, Hydon’s Ball,  

Hambledon Church, Great Enton and part of Witley 
Distance approximately 7 miles/11km 

The walk starts and ends at Milford Station; 
refreshment at The Merry Harriers, Hambledon.  

 
 

1 From Milford station, turn left and take Summer Lane following the railway 
track north.  It soon diverges to the right, passing between a golf course and a 
horticultural farm.  The large ‘poly-tunnels’ here were among the first in the 
country to become subject to planning laws.  Carry straight on when the track 
becomes a path which dips to cross a stream, then rises through a sunken 
section to pass the rear of Milford Hospital.  Cross a field by the side of the 
hospital to arrive at a road. 

2 Turn left to follow the road downhill and for a further half a mile (taking care 
of traffic) until it turns sharp left.  A few yards after this bend take a footpath 
to the right which goes along the side of a fishing lake.  Sadly the pond is 
stoutly fenced off from the path so that views of it are restricted.   
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3 Turn right at a T-junction of tracks and cross a temporary bridge between 
ponds – again the view of both is unfortunately restricted. The track rises 
then, sunken in places, passes between a field and a wood to pass Clock Barn 
Farm and reach a road.  

4 Cross the road and take the paved drive opposite, shortly bearing left off the 
drive and along a bridleway.  When this meets another road, turn right, soon 
passing the entrance to Hydon Hill Cheshire Home to arrive at a triangular T-
junction of roads.   

 

 
Seat on Hydon’s Ball with inscription:  

“This land was given in memory of Octavia Hill 1915” 
 
5 Cross straight over with care to enter National Trust land and follow the track 

straight ahead used by vehicles, carrying on where this turns into a car park.  
Soon after crossing another track, look for an unsigned path going diagonally 
to the right (by a cluster of concrete SV markers) which rises to the top of 
Hydon’s Ball.  The area is dedicated to the memory of Octavia Hill (1858–
1912), one of the founders of the National Trust, and there is a large inscribed 
stone seat at the top of the hill to mark this.  

 

The National Trust was founded in 1895 by Octavia Hill, Sir Robert 
Hunter and Canon Hardwicke Rawnsley.  Sir Robert is commemorated 
at Waggoners Wells – see Circular Walk 8. 

 
6 Carry straight on over the clearing at the top of the hill to descend the other 

side by one of several unsigned paths.  At a cross-roads of tracks, take the 
one going downhill through an old coppice wood, and at a further cross-roads 
of tracks turn right at the bottom along a level path to reach a metal kissing-
gate into a field.  Cross the field diagonally on a clear sandy path through the 
crop, going through another gate and another field before arriving at 
Hambledon Church and its associated attractive old houses.  
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7 The path becomes a paved road as it goes past the church wall.  The link Walk 
C to Witley station and all points south bears left here along the Greensand 
Way.  Just as the road starts to go downhill, take a track to the right which 
descends and bends to meet a road by a touring caravan site at a kissing-gate 
opposite the Merry Harriers pub which, despite its boast of “Warm Beer and 
Lousy Food” is a good stopping point.   

 

 
Houses next to Hambledon Church 

 
8 Proceed along the Public Bridleway down the right hand side of the pub.  

After about half a mile, take a footpath to the right in light woodland.  
Shortly turn right again along another footpath – this leads shortly to a metal 
gate and through a meadow.  The buildings of Enton Hall are to the left and a 
pond to the right.  At the end of the meadow take the path straight ahead 
through a kissing-gate and up a slope across another field.  Follow this path 
for about 700 yards to a road.   

 

 
‘Good Old Boy’ crossing Milford level crossing 
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9 Cross the road and go down the service track opposite leading to Great 
Enton.  Turn left in front of a tile-fronted house to follow the track under the 
railway and past the attractive Enton Mill Farm towards Witley. 

 

 
Enton Mill Farm 

 
10 Just before reaching Witley, turn sharp right along a public footpath by the 

Social Club bowls green.  This crosses a road and continues as a track 
leading to allotments, then as a narrow fenced path which eventually turns to 
follow the railway line embankment for a straight 600 yards back to the level 
crossing at Milford station. 
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