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Circular Walk 11 – Petersfield & Steep 
Visiting: Steep, the ‘Shoulder of Mutton’ hill and ‘The Harrow’  

Distance approximately 6 miles/9.5km with one severe climb 
The walk starts and ends at Petersfield Station; 
refreshment at The Harrow Inn after 4¾ miles 

 

 
 

1 Turn left out of the station and cross the line at the level crossing (or foot-
bridge).  Follow the road for about 100 yards before taking a footpath to the 
right next to a car sales showroom.  Look for small labels on lamp posts, etc, 
indicating the ‘Hangers Way’ – we will follow this to the Shoulder of Mutton 
Hill.  Carry on along the path for just over 200 yards, crossing a track before 
descending to join a road.  Follow the road to the left for a short distance to a 
bend. 
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2 Where the road bends to the right, take the path through a gate straight ahead.  
This crosses the A3 dual carriageway by a footbridge and, with Bedales 
School on the left, arrives at the side of All Saints’ Church, Steep. 

Bedales was founded in 1893 by John Haden Badley as a liberal 
alternative to the authoritarian regimes customary in independent 
schools of the time.  It has been coeducational since 1898 and claims 
many renowned ex-pupils. 

 

 
All Saints’ Church, Steep 

 
3 Cross the road, pass through a gate and go across a small playing field.  The 

path continues through a wood and descends to a stile.  From here the path 
skirts a field and it can get very muddy.  Pass though an iron kissing-gate to a 
road.  Turn right and follow the road downhill to a bend. 

4 At the bend, take the footpath straight ahead past a waterfall.  Turn left at the 
top, and follow the path past a series of lakes on the left, eventually arriving 
at a road. 

5 Here you have a choice of routes.  The official Hangers Way turns left and 
follows a fairly lengthy and muddy diversion to the top of Shoulder of 
Mutton Hill avoiding a very steep climb.  Unless you find the climb 
impossible, we recommend instead that you turn right and immediately left to 
follow a path and steps straight up the side of the ‘Shoulder of Mutton’ hill. 
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6 After passing the Edward Thomas 
memorial stone, stopping to admire the 
view behind you and getting your breath 
back, carry straight on, soon to meet a 
bridleway.  Turn right here along an un-
surfaced lane, following the Hangers Way 
sign.  Shortly the Hangers Way leaves us to 
the left across a stile – keep straight ahead 
along the lane, and straight ahead again 
when another lane goes off to the left.  The 
lane descends gently along a ridge with a 
wooded ‘hanger’ to the right, then more 
steeply.  Towards the bottom of the steep 
section, look for a stile and footpath to the 
right.  This takes you through an avenue of 
trees and across a field to a stile by road. 

 
Edward Thomas  

memorial stone on the 
‘Shoulder of Mutton’ hill 

7 Turn right along the road, then almost immediately sharp left at a junction.  
Follow the road downhill for about half a mile to the hamlet of Steep Marsh.  
Bear right at a road junction here (signposted Sheet & Petersfield) and in 
another 500 yards or so keep straight ahead where the major road bears left.  
Follow this past roadside buildings on the right and down to a bend.  Take 
the bridleway to the right. 

8 Follow the bridleway as it goes along the left-hand shoulder of an old sunken 
lane, now next to impassable, arriving at lovely old half-timbered houses by a 
stream.  Continue past the houses and over a bridge.  The path becomes a 
metalled lane.  Follow this uphill to arrive at The Harrow Inn, a very suitable 
place to take on refreshment (but note, children not allowed inside).   

 

 
The Harrow Inn at Steep 



Walk 11 

60 

9 Leaving the Harrow Inn, go straight ahead at the crossroads and along a lane 
which has now been cut in two by the A3 dual carriageway.  Cross this by 
another footbridge, and continue along the lane which starts again on the 
other side, eventually arriving at Point 2 of the outward journey.  Retrace 
your steps from here to Petersfield station, carrying on along the road for a 
couple of hundred yards before taking a path bearing uphill to the right.  
After crossing another track bear left where the path splits.  This passes 
behind house gardens and descends to a road.  Turn left here for the station. 

 

Edward Thomas (1878–1917), poet and journalist, lived in Steep when 
he enlisted into the Army in 1915.  He was killed in action at Arras. 
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On 6th August 1853, John Bonham-Carter of Petersfield started the 
excavation of Buriton Tunnel for the new railway line.  According to 
reports, ‘a handsome mahogany barrow was rapidly filled with earth – 
and with bouquets of flowers thrown in by the ladies present’. 

Trains did not begin to run until January 1859, and even then a dispute 
between railway companies held up full use of the line through to 
Portsmouth until 8th May. 

We join the South Downs Way for part of Walk 12, from Butser Hill 
through Queen Elizabeth Country Park – a long-distance footpath and 
bridleway stretching for about 100 miles between Winchester and 
Eastbourne. 

Queen Elizabeth Country Park contains some 20 miles of trails for 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  Refreshments are available in its 
Coach-house café. 

Buriton, the original mother-village of Petersfield, has two good pubs 
and a large village duck pond in front of the church. 
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