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Circular Walk 12 – Petersfield, Butser & Buriton 
Visiting: Butser Hill, Queen Elizabeth Country Park and Buriton  

Distance approximately 11 miles/17.5km with gradients 
The walk starts and ends at Petersfield Station; 

refreshment at Queen Elizabeth Country Park and Buriton 
 

 
 

1 Turn left out of the station main entrance and cross the line at the level 
crossing (or footbridge).  Follow the road, bearing right at a roundabout to go 
up Bell Hill.  Near the top of the hill, turn left just before a post box and 
follow a track which becomes a public footpath at its end.  Go over the stile 
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and shortly turn right through a kissing gate and cross the A3 on a pedestrian 
footbridge.   

2 Turn left off the bridge, following the footpath down the side of a field and 
over another two stiles.  Turn right at the second stile, and follow the 
footpath across fields and stiles to arrive at the end of a lane by Mellstock 
Farm.  Go down this to its T-junction with a road.  Turn left along the road, 
soon passing the diminutive Stroud Church.  Shortly after this, take a 
footpath between hedges to the right.  (This can get overgrown in the 
growing season – if it looks impassable, keep to the road and turn right at its 
junction with the A272 to rejoin our route).  The footpath opens out to cross 
fields and stiles and arrives at the track to Rothercombe Farm.  Turn left here 
to meet the A272 in Stroud, almost opposite the Seven Stars pub.  

3 Cross the road with care and take the lane (Ramsdean Road) directly 
opposite.  Just past the village school, take a footpath to the right.  Pass 
through several kissing gates to arrive at a lane.  Turn left and follow this 
lane (which becomes unsurfaced after North Stroud Farm) for a mile to 
Ramsdean. 

4 Turn left along the road through Ramsdean and follow it for nearly half a 
mile to a T-junction at Twentyways Farm.  There are in fact only four ways 
here – go straight ahead through a metal gate on a by-way track and follow it 
for over a mile as it rises, at one point rather steeply, towards Butser Hill.   

 

 
View of Grandfather’s Bottom on the climb to Butser Hill 

 
Butser Hill may be accessed by way of an unmarked footpath giving a 
scrambling climb to the left before the track arrives at a road – if you miss it, 
turn sharp left at the road instead (signposted South Downs Way) and follow 
it to the car park.  At 270 metres (886 feet) Butser Hill is the highest point in 
Hampshire.  If you wish to reach the summit, follow the tracks past the radio 
mast to the triangulation point.  The hill has a rather flat top and you have to 
walk a fair distance to find the edges and get the best views. 
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5 From the car park, follow signs for the South Downs Way which descends 
steeply down the south side of the hill before going under the A3 to arrive at 
the buildings of the Queen Elizabeth Country Park.  There is a restaurant and 
a souvenir shop here.   

6 Continue along the South Downs Way or take the Hangers Way – both go in 
the same direction but by slightly different routes, eventually joining at Halls 
Hill car park. 

7 Cross straight over the road and take the bridleway waymarked Hangers Way 
which descends through old chalk pit workings and under a railway bridge to 
arrive at Buriton pond and its friendly ducks.  There are two excellent pubs 
nearby, up the road to the left. 

 

 
Be prepared to share your lunch at Buriton pond! 

 
8 To continue the walk, follow the Hangers Way signs, following the road as it 

bends to the left past the pond then taking a left turn up a residential road and 
turning right at the ‘Hop Loft’ house.  Soon take a gate to the left to follow a 
path along the edge of a steep-sided grassy valley.  This path continues over 
stiles and through fields, very muddy in places, for a mile and a half to the 
outskirts of Petersfield. 

9 Go into a mobile home estate, follow signs to the right to ‘Office’ then, just 
before the office building, turn left over a plank bridge and through a 
weighted wicket gate.  Carry on along the path across a field and down a 
drive to arrive at a main road opposite The Petersfield School entrance.  Turn 
right and go along the pavement into Petersfield town.  All the usual shops 
and refreshment houses await you before you head back to the station. 
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