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Walk 11 – Around Grayshott 
A short walk around the village centre, and a longer walk taking in Whitmore 
Vale and Stoney Bottom – Inner walk ¾ mile/1km; Outer walk 2 miles/3.5 km 

Starting point at Headley Road car park next to the Fox & Pelican pub  
–  map reference SU873353. 

 
Short Walk – ¾ mile/1km – shown black on the map 

 From the car park, turn right and cross Whitmore Vale Road to enter St 
Luke’s churchyard through a small gate.  Go along the path on the north side 
of the church to the west end of the churchyard.  On your left are the graves 
of Arthur Conan Doyle’s first wife Louise (“Touie”) who died of TB in July 
1906, and their son Kingsley who died of ’flu in 1918 after being wounded in 
the War.  Also the grave of Doyle’s mother, Mary who died two years later. 

The foundation stone for St Luke’s was laid in 1898 and the church was 
consecrated in October 1900 by the Bishop of Winchester.  The spire 
was not added until 10 years later, in 1910. 

 Cross the road from the church and go down Crossways Road. 
The current post office is in the building which was the first shop to be 
built in Grayshott, in 1887. 

You can still see similarities today with a photograph taken of Crossways 
Road in 1900 (see p.66) when Flora Thompson was the assistant post-
mistress.  Note the tile-hanging on the fronts of many of the buildings, which 
is a feature of this district. 
    The post office at that time (shown in the picture) had moved up the road 
to a building which stood where Pendarvis House is now.  This was where 
one of Grayshott’s two murders occurred – postmaster Walter Chapman, 
stabbed his wife to death in July 1901.  He was found guilty but insane and 
committed to Broadmoor. 
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    On the opposite side of the road is ‘Victoria Terrace’, built 1895–1898, 
and next to it the car park now stands where Ernest Chapman’s builder’s yard 
would have been in 1900. 
    A little further along the road on this side is Hindhead Chase, where the 
second of Grayshott’s two murders occurred during the First World War 
when the house was occupied by Canadian soldiers.  Lieutenant George 
Codere beat Sergeant Henry Ozanne to death with a ‘trench stick’ – he, like 
Walter Chapman, was also found guilty but insane. 
    On the right-hand side of the road are the sites of Windwhistle House and 
Ensleigh. 

Windwhistle House was the home of Dr Arnold Lyndon and his 
formidable wife Charlotte who, along with the I’Anson and Whitaker 
families, were said by George Bernard Shaw to be the ‘benevolent 
autocracy’ who virtually ran the village in its early days. 

Ensleigh was occupied by Miss Agnes Weston who founded ‘rest 
houses’ for sailors.  “Aunt Aggie”, as she was affectionately called in 
the Service, used to arrange for parties of sailors from Portsmouth to 
give concerts at Grayshott. 

Just before the road starts going downhill, turn left up an access road marked 
‘Private drive’ and through bollards.  On you right is The Ferns where Flora 
Thompson lodged (1899–1900) after she was frightened away from her room 
in the post office by the postmaster’s erratic behaviour.  The right-hand 
window on the first floor was her room – at that time it was double-aspect 
with views, she tells us, to the South Downs through a window now blocked 
by the later addition of the neighbouring building. 
    Follow the road through a dog-leg bend.   

At the start of the 20th century Hindhead View on the left was a 
‘Temperance Hotel’.  The house Odessa, also on the left, was the 
police station at the time of the Chapman murder in July 1901 and it 
was here that the unfortunate postmaster was brought before being 
taken to Alton. 

Arriving at Headley Road, turn left along the other main shopping street of 
the village. 

Coxhead & Welch, on the left of the road, was until recently the only 
business in the village which had traded under the same name since 
the 19th century.  Opposite is Marathon House with a Latin inscription 
in the porch: "Non dabitur occasio, ut attingat te malum, et plaga non 
appropinquabit ad tentorium tuum" – which very loosely translated 
means “Keep away from evil and no harm will befall you.” 

Pass The Square on your right – there used to be a house called The Oaks 
with its garden here.  Return to the car park by the Fox & Pelican.    

The Fox & Pelican  was opened (see photo p.75) as a ‘Refreshment 
House’ in 1899 by the Bishop of Winchester’s wife to prevent brewers 
from building a regular public house in the village! 
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Longer Walk – 2 miles/3.5 km – shown dotted on the map 
1 From the car park, turn right to the ‘Fiveways’ crossroads and go down the 

unmade Hill Road opposite.  Bear right at the end into Stoney Bottom and 
carry on descending to the valley. 

Stoney Bottom is one of the few local valleys whose ‘bottom’ was not 
renamed ‘vale’ in sensitive Victorian times!  It was the haunt of 
heathland workers until the end of 
the 19th century, particularly the so-
called ‘broomsquires’ who made 
brooms or besoms from the local 
chestnut, birch and heather. 

2 Turn left along the valley, soon passing the house Broomsquires which was 
one of those buildings originating as squatters’ cottages.  Continue to the 
junction with Crossways Road.  

Note the county boundary stone opposite, with 
H for the county of Hampshire and the parish of 
Headley to the left, and SF for the county of 
Surrey and the parish of Frensham to the right.   

3 Turn left, then right up Boundary Road.   
To the right is St Edmund’s School which moved 
here from Hunstanton, Norfolk in 1900.  The 
previous occupant of the house, then called 
Blencathra, had been George Bernard Shaw.   

4 Cross Headley Road taking the footpath almost opposite (by the Borough of 
Waverley sign) which descends between properties and bears right to meet 
another path at a T-junction.   

5 Turn sharp left to follow the valley downhill.  Note the beginnings of a 
stream running through gardens to the left.  The path eventually crosses this 
and arrives at a place where paths come in from left and right.   

 

 
Proceed along the valley where paths come in from left and right 
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The valley bottom is the county boundary between Hampshire and 
Surrey. 

6 Proceed along the valley bottom.  On meeting a service road, carry straight 
on and follow it up to Whitmore Vale Road. 

7 Cross the road into School Lane, signposted Grayshott Pottery.   
Grayshott Pottery on your left is the site of the old village laundry, built 
by the I’Anson family to give employment to village girls.  It has a gift 
shop and café – also the original sign for the Fox & Pelican painted by 
Walter Crane RA (see p.75) is on display inside.  Next to it is the village 
school – also an I’Anson legacy. 

 Just past the school, turn right into Beech Lane and turn left at the end.  Turn 
right again then left in front of the playing field.   

The playing field was a gift to the village in 1919 from Mr Ingham 
Whitaker of Grayshott Hall.  Philips House on your left, opened in 1971, 
is named after Philip I’Anson who died in 1888, the same year as his 
father Edward who had virtually founded Grayshott. 

8 At the main road, turn left then right down the lane almost opposite – this 
drops sharply, eventually becoming entirely unsuitable for vehicles, to meet 
Stoney Bottom.   

 

 
Stoney Bottom just before the left turn to Hill Road 

 
9 Turn left and return to Point 2, the junction leading up to Hill Road and your 

starting point. 
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